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Our theme for July is “justice,” an elusive and hotly debated concept. As Unitarian Universalists, our 
shared faith guides our search for justice.  During the first two Sundays of the month, two of our members 
will give us first-hand looks at specific examples of injustice. On the third and fourth Sundays, Rev. O’Con-

nell will go deeper into our shared faith, touching on some fundamental questions.  
  
 

July 6  Dawn McCarty, Ph.D., LMSW   “Who is Throwing the “Border Kids” into the River?”  
President Obama has called the explosion in the number of migrant children crossing our southern border without parents 
or caretakers an “urgent humanitarian situation.” Some as young as five years old, making a journey alone that is incredibly 
dangerous even for adults, many of them beaten, robbed, forced to sell their bodies, arriving in a country where they may 
know no one – hard to deny the “urgent humanitarian” aspects of the situation. But it is more than that- it is a question of 
justice. As a volunteer at Casa Juan Diego, a homeless shelter for undocumented migrants, Dawn has a ringside view of the 
human costs of our immigration policy. A former Catholic Worker, she is currently Associate Professor of Social Work at the 
University of Houston – Downtown.  

BMOD: Susan Persons Facilitator: Rick Altimose 
Greeter/Concierge: Judy Glaister Music: Tony DiNuzzo 

 

July 13   Shannon Samuelson-Reeves    "Victims of Family Violence: The facts, the Issues, the Future."        

Victims of family violence, sexual assault, and child abuse are often targeted, chosen, and then blamed for their victimiza-
tion.  There are many resources available to help those that suffer from these traumatic events, but often, the system itself 
causes another type of victimization.  The system now is a reactionary one.  What if there were a way to help prevent all of 
this from starting in the first place?  Shannon has worked in victim’s services for ten years at Court Appointed Special Advo-
cates, Child Advocacy Center and Texas Child Protective Services. She is currently Outreach Coordinator at the Resource and 
Crisis Center of Galveston County.  

BMOD: Susan Persons  Facilitator: Cheryl Henry 
Greeter/Concierge: Susan Persons Music: Margaret Canavan 

 

July 20   Rev. Dr. Daniel O’Connell  “A Unitarian Universalist View of God”  
We are not a religion that says there is no God; and we are not a religion that says you must believe in a particular God. Can 
there really be a faith community like that?  Daniel attended seminary in Chicago and received his Doctorate of Ministry de-
gree in 1996 from Meadville Lombard Theological School. He served as the minister of the UU Society of Northern Fairfield 
County in West Redding, CT for six years, Lead Minister for Eliot Unitarian Church in St. Louis, Missouri for eight years, and is 
currently the Senior Minister for the First Unitarian-Universalist Church in Houston. 

BMOD: Susan Persons  Facilitator: John Vanderpool 
Greeter/Concierge: Wendy Baker Music: Bunny Andrews DiNuzzo 

 

July 27  Rev. Dr. Daniel O’Connell “A Unitarian Universalist View of Prayer”   
Many of us are uncomfortable with the words “God” and “prayer.” Often this rejection comes from outgrowing or having to 
"unlearn" what our old religious tradition taught us. Can we claim or reclaim this word and practice? 

BMOD: Susan Persons  Facilitator: John Vanderpool 

Greeter/Concierge: Susan Persons Music: Idalia Avezuela  
 

UU Galvest   n Gazette 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Galveston County                                 July 2014  

502 Church Street, Galveston, Texas 77550-5502                   409.765 8330   Online at uugalveston.org 

We welcome the full  range of human diversity, that is, age, race, gender, sexual orientation, and ethnicity .  

Love is the spirit of this church, and service is its gift.  This is  our great covenant:  

To dwell together in peace, to see k the truth in love, and to help one another. 
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From the President... 

Last Column as your President…  

My tenure as your president of the board has 
flown by. I will remain on the board as past 
president for another year as John Vanderpool 
takes over. The board that has served you, 
Cheryl Henry, Stan Blazyk, Steve Townley, 
Al Smith, Martha Terrill, and Judy Glaister 
plus John & I, has been a delightful group of 
people to work with. No shirkers here. Every-
one steps up to the plate. We work out our dif-
ferences with thoughtful discussion and mutu-
al respect. 

The fellowship’s views are represented well. 
Members of the board are listening to you and 
bring up your concerns. Keep talking to your 
board. Bear in mind we hear many differing 
ideas and try to find the middle ground guid-
ed by our principles and by legal and practical 
implications. 

You are what make this fellowship so great,-
each and everyone of you, creating a commu-
nity of acceptance and love which greatly en-
riches our lives. THANK YOU. 

Susan 

2014 - 2015 
Leadership of UUFGC 

Board of Directors 

President John Vanderpool 
Past President Susan Persons 
President-elect Mary Case 
Treasurer Stan Blazyk 
Secretary Judy Glaister 
At-large members Al Smith 
 Martha Terrill 
 Steve Townley  

 
 

Committees and Task Forces 

Caring Carol Lobb 
Communications Madeleine Baker 
Gardening Al Smith 
Membership Margaret Canavan 
Program/Worship TBA 
Religious Education Neil Huddleston 
Supper Circles Martha Terrill 
Social Action Bets Anderson 

 

 

Administration 

Administrator Betty Winters 
Newsletter Editor Mary Case 
     Assistant to Mrs. Case M. Canavan 
Webmaster Neil Huddleston 
“C-Team”:   Bets Anderson, Carey Battle,  
   Margaret Canavan, Mary Case, Judy Glaister,  
   Carol Lobb,  

Annual Membership Meeting Minutes 

During the Annual Meeting on June 15, President Susan 
Persons enumerated a list of accomplishments for the past 
year. The election of officers was conducted and a vision 
statement was adopted. The Treasurer and committee 
chairs  reported as well. For particulars, go to the Member-
ship Resources on the web and select the Board Minutes. If 
you need the password contact administra-
tor@uugalveston.org . 

Fire Alarm Issues 

Susan Persons, our President, has been troubleshooting 
problems with the fire alarm system. She has posted a 

form for documenting when the alarm sounds. The form 
explains where to find the code to disable the alarm, and 
has a space for details regarding the mishap which will help 
the alarm company determine the problem.  

Compassionate Offerings 

June’s offering for the Aids Coalition of Coastal Texas 
(ACCT) was $274, which will be used for client expenses 
which cannot be covered using other funds, and is much 
appreciated. The first Sunday of July we will contribute to 
the expenses incurred by two members who are school 
teachers. The only way to have many materials that are 
necessary is to purchase them. The schools are not funded 
to well enough  to provide enrichment.   

“Never forget that justice is what love looks like in public: “ Comel West, quoted in the Salem Oregon Statesman Journal 

mailto:administrator@uugalveston.org
mailto:administrator@uugalveston.org
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Attic Treasures Sale  

All our hard work paid off, literal-
ly, when the sale brought in 
$2,142. Ten percent will be do-
nated to the Resource and Crisis 
Center which came and collected 
our leftovers. Thanks to EVERY-
ONE who helped make this a big 
success. We raised enough funds 
to pay a whole month’s mortgage on our building! 

AND, it is never too soon to start planning for next year.... 

Do you have ideas that could make our sale better? Are you 
knowledgeable about collectibles, antique, jewelry, effec-
tive presentation of items?  Do you love to organize cloth-
ing into outfits? Are you an electronics guru who could 
make sense of some of our donations?  We need YOU! 

Let’s get together during the July potluck lunch on the 27th 
and do some plotting and planning for 2015. 

UUFGC Juneteenth ParadeTeam  

It was a hot June day and a beautiful one for a parade! We 
distributed over 600 books to all ages of children along the 
Juneteenth Parade route.  Leading the charge was Stan 
Blazyk in his red truck loaded with children's books from 
the Friends of Rosenberg Library and Resource and Crisis 
Center.  

Delivering books into the arms of the walkers were Ana Ri-
vera and her grandchildren Torey and Jerome, Judy Glais-
ter's grand-daughter Brooke, and Sandra Sullivan.  

And a big hurrah for those indefatigable UU's who ran be-
hind the truck handing out the books to children and their 
parents and grandparents throughout the whole parade, 
Bets Anderson, Idalia Avezuala, Margaret Canavan, Judy 
Glaister, Mitch Philpot, and Shannon Samuelson-Reeves.   

Next up:  MLK parade in January, let’s be ready. 

Provocative Film 

Because the first Friday of July is a holiday, there will be no 
Provocative Film in July. Films will return in August  

Art Exhibit 

Forthe month of July the Galveston Art League has selected 
Margaret Canavan as featured artist for the member show. 
She has created a series of colorful mixed-media mosaics 
using polymer clay and other materials. There will be a re-
ception on Saturday, July 5 from 4-6pm at the Art League, 
2117A PostOffice Street.  Margaret will give a brief talk 
about her work. The July ArtWalk will be Saturday, July 12 
from 6-9pm. 

Printed Membership Directory Coming Soon 

Each summer we print and distribute a directory that in-
cludes names and contact information for our members. 
The 2014-15 edition should be out by the end of July. 

Of course we update our online directory every time we get 
changes in phone numbers, email addresses, etc. But if you 
want your information to be correct when it’s printed, now 
is the time to check that. 

Go to the Membership Resources page on the UU Galves-
ton website (you can “ctrl-click” on this address 
http://uugalveston.org/members.htm to be directed there). 
The username is “member” and if you’ve forgotten the 
password send an email to administrator@uugalveston.org.  

Check your name to be sure the information we have is cor-
rect. If it is not, please let us know by email. 

UU Book Club 

If you enjoy reading and a lively discussion (which often fo-
cuses on the selected book), this is the group for you. July’s 
selection is Bird Cloud by Annie Proulx, and Bets Anderson 
will facilitate the discussion. Meeting is at 7pm on the sec-
ond Wednesday of each month, which will be July 9. All are 
welcome.  

Upcoming selections include Palisades Park by Alan Bren-
nert (August), Team of Rivals by Doris Kearns Goodwin 
(September), A Confederacy of Dunces  by John Kennedy 
Toole (October), The Sandcastle Girls by Chris Bohjalian 
(November), and The Favored Daughter by Fawzia Koofi & 
Nadene Ghouri (December). Books are selected for the up-
coming year by group members.  

UU Microfinance with Kiva 

We have small “revolving fund” with Kiva, an international 
microfinance organization, made up of funds which have 
been donated by members and friends.  Since February 
we’ve made 18 more loans using monies repaid from previ-
ous loans.  We are now up to 293 loans since we began in 
2007, with a for a total of current loans at $729.11.  Alto-
gether we have lent .$8,475. You can see our loan history at  
http://www.kiva.org/lender/unitarianuniversali3384. 

The goal of microfinance is to make funds available to en-
trepreneurs in developing countries, where a small loan can 
make a big difference and funds are not readily available. 
Over half our loans have been to women entrepreneurs. 
We can add funds any time we receive donations. If you 
would like to know more, make a donation, or help select 
loan participants, check with Margaret Canavan. 

Newsletter editor needed! No experience required! 

Please contact Mary Case for details. 

http://uugalveston.org/members.htm
mailto:administrator@uugalveston.org
http://www.kiva.org/lender/unitarianuniversali3384
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Alcoholics Anonymous Phoenix Group: meets 
Sunday & Wednesday at 8pm. Contact Robert 

G. for information at 409-392-7005.  

Adult Forum: Sundays at 9am (except potluck 
days) to explore topics in religion, philosophy, 
history & politics. Contact Neil Huddleston at 
(409)744-2369. This is open to all so feel free to 

attend. 

Board of UUFGC: meets the second Monday of 
each month at 5:30pm. Members are welcome to 

attend. 

Book Club: meets the second Wednesday of each 
month at 7 pm at the Fellowship. Contact Fanny 

DeGesero if you have book suggestions. 

Book Sale: monthly on second Saturday, 9am-
2pm, at the fellowship. All adult hardback books 
are $1, paperbacks, 50¢. Your book donations 
are tax-deductible, just ask for a receipt. Books 
can be purchased anytime on the "honor system";  

a payment piggybank is available.  

“Bowlers”: This group meets weekly to create pot-
tery bowls for the annual fundraiser for Jesse 
Tree, a local social service organization. They 
meet each Wednesday from 5-7pm and you do 
not need to be an experienced potter to partici-
pate. Questions, contact Madeleine Baker 

(madbaker3124@gmail.com). 

Caring Committee: is coordinated by Carol Lobb, 
with the goal of identifying those who may need 
assistance, encouragement or support of some 
type. Of course she needs our help to do this im-
portant work. Please contact them if you have 

ideas or information, or wish to help out. 

Course in Miracles Study Group: meets every 
Monday at 11 am. Contact Laura Murrell for info: 

lauramurrell@att.net. 

 

 

Potluck Lunch: happens on the last Sunday of 
each month following the service. Bring the dish 
of your choice, but if you can’t for some reason 
there always seems to be enough food.  Every-

one is welcome. 

Program/Worship Committee: meets the first 
Wednesday of each month at 6:00 pm, at the 
Fellowship. Join them if you have a program or 

speaker to suggest. 

Provocative Film Series: shows films with social 
import on the first Friday of each month. Admis-

sion is free. 

“Spirituality of Poker”: meets monthly on the third 
Sunday at a member’s home, generally at 
6:30pm. There is a $20 buy-in, and is Dealer’s 
Choice (games depend on size of attendance, 
we’ll teach you if you don’t know the games). 
Everyone is invited to participate. We generally 

bring snacks and beverages. 

Social Action Committee: welcomes your ideas, 
energy and enthusiasm. This group plans our 
monthly Compassionate Collections, Provocative 
Films, organizes the Empty Bowls creation and 
event, and plans for our participation in Martin 

Luther King and Juneteenth parades. 

Supper Circles: These are monthly potluck dinners 
held in members’ homes. Upcoming events are 
posted on the bulletin board in the foyer and you 
may sign up to attend. If you have questions or 

would like to host a dinner contact Martha Terrill . 

Newcomers’ Meeting: meets the second Sunday 
of each month at 11:45, immediately following the 
service. All are welcome at these meetings, if you 
are curious about Unitarian Universalism in gen-
eral, want to know more about this Fellowship, or 
are considering becoming a member. Questions, 

contact Membership Chair Margaret Canavan. 

How to Get Connected at UU Galveston  

Have an open group meeting you’d like to list here? Let us know and we’ll add it! 
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Happy Birthday to  
Fanny DeGesero 7/2 Beverly Vanderpool 7/3 

Tom Delgado  7/7  Sharon Corbin 7/11 

Betty Wind 7/11  Tony DiNuzzo 7/17 

Claudia Maveety 7/23 "Bets  Anderson 7/24 

Michael Jozwiak  7/26 Karla Klay 7/26 

Eleanor Porter 7/30 Pete Olsen 7/31 

Potluck Today 

Newsletter Items Due 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wedesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
 

1 
 

2 
5pm Bowlers 

6pm - Program 

Committee 

8pm  AA  Phoe-

nix Group 

 

3 
 

4 
7pm NO Film 

tonight   

5 
 

6 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30 Dawn McCarty, 

PhD, LMSW, Who is 

Throwing the “Border 

Kids” into the River?; 

Children’s Religious Ed 

12 n “Newcomers” meet 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

7 
11am Course in 

Miracles 

Zen meditation 

group has a 

new home!. 

See  

galvestonzen.org  

8 
For information 

on dance clas-

ses, call Betty at 

281-337-0441 

or visit 

www.galveston

danceclub.com 

9 
5pm Bowlers 

7pm  Book Club 

discussing Bird 

Cloud, by Annie 

Proulx 

8pm  AA  Phoe-

nix Group 

10 
 

11 
10am Admin 

Team Meeting 

 

12 
8am -1pm 

BOOK 

SALE 

13 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30 Shannon Samu-

elson-Reeves, Victims 

of Family Violence: The 

facts, the Issues, the 

Future; Children’s Reli-

gious Education 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

14 
11am Course in 

Miracles 

5:15pm Board 

Meeting 

15 
 

16 
5pm Bowlers 

8pm  AA  Phoe-

nix Group 

17 
 

18 

 

19 

 

20 
10:30 Rev. Dr. Daniel 

O’Connell, A Unitarian 

Universalist View of 

God; Children’s Reli-

gious Education 

6:30 Poker @ Alan Griffin’s 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

21 
11am Course in 

Miracles 

 

22 
 

23 
5pm Bowlers 

8pm  AA  Phoe-

nix Group 

24 
 

25 26 

27 
 

 

 

 

10:30 Rev. Dr. Daniel 

O’Connell, A Unitarian 

Universalist View of 

Prayer; Children’s Reli-

gious Education 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

28   
11am Course in 

Miracles 

 

29 30 
5pm Bowlers 

8pm  AA  Phoe-

nix Group 

31   

at UU Galveston 
JULY 2014 


