
 

 

“Gratitude unlocks the fullness of life.  It turns what we have into enough — and more.  It turns denial into 
acceptance, chaos to order, confusion to clarity. It can turn a meal into a feast, a house into a home, a 

stranger into a friend. Gratitude makes sense of our past, brings peace for today, and creates a vision for 
tomorrow. — Melody Beattie.  The theme for our November programs is gratitude.  Please join us as we 

explore the transforming benefits of awakening a spirit of gratitude in our everyday lives. 

November 1: Sandra López , “Honoring Our Loved Ones: A Celebration of Día de Los Muertos”  
This annual celebration from Mexican tradition allows us to honor loved ones who have passed on. Bring photos and other 
mementos (food, drinks, special items) for our altar, and share a story of reminiscence. All are invited to participate in this 
service that provides for sharing, support, and community building. Sandra is a Clinical Social Worker retired from the Univ. 
of Houston Graduate College of Social Work, and continues a clinical practice specializing in working with those who have 
experienced traumatic grief. 
Greeter:  Judy Glaister                             Board Member: Tom Delgado                          Facilitator:   Kay Schiller                     Music: Bruce Mauzy 

November 8:  David Clark - “The War on Drugs is a War on People ” 
This brief overview of the true costs associated with fighting the war on drugs, in terms of money spent and lives de-
stroyed, will reveal a crusade that has failed to achieve its objectives on every level. Mr. Clark was a police officer in uni-
form patrol in North Charleston, South Carolina from 2003 to 2010. He spent ten years in the U.S. Army as an infantry par-
atrooper, and he has advised, trained and mentored Afghan police forces. While a police officer, he spent time undercover 
as a narcotics/vice detective. He also worked in high-crime areas of the city and was a member of a HazMat team that re-
sponded to meth lab incidents. 
Greeter: Paula Townley                    Board Member: Judy Glaister                               Facilitator: Madeleine Baker                        Music Idalia Avezuela 

November 15:  Karla Klay “How to Finance Conservation?  Generate a spirit of gratitude” 
Karla in exploring the ways and reasons it is vital to our island to have a mechanism for funding conservation, why residents 
and visitors are vital to the process, and how it is actually supporting community wide vetted plans the City of Galveston 
has developed. Karla was raised in the Florida Keys where her parents devised a way to keep sharks alive in captivity and 
shipped them world-wide to large educational aquariums. Her neighbors were dolphins of the Dolphin Research Center 
and her backyard was the Gulf and its sharks. Little wonder she is driven by this extreme love of coastal margins, the ma-
rine environment, and the Gulf. 
Greeter: Lisa Windsor                            Board Member: Tom Delgado                               Facilitator: Bets Anderson                      Music: Bruce Mauzy 

November 22: Rev. Bob Tucker, "Now Say Thank You" 
At what point was it in our lives that we discarded our parents’ childhood directive? Dr. Tucker grew up in the upper Mid-
west, taught in Turkey for five years, and was the Senior Minister of First Congregational Church in the Memorial Area of 
Houston for twenty-eight years. He was the Interim Minister of First Unitarian Universalist Church in Houston, and was the 
Executive Director of the Foundation for Contemporary Theology for twelve years. 
Greeter: Wendy Baker                           Board Member: Stan Blazyk                              Facilitator: Mardi Mitchell                       Music: Margaret  Canavan 

November 29: Peter Bryn, " Building Political Will to Manage Climate Change Risks" 
Citizens’ Climate Lobby is a grassroots advocacy organization with nearly 300 chapters across the U.S. that is generating 
political will to manage climate change risk. The group is working to create a carbon fee that returns all of the revenue to 
households, thereby not growing government while allowing the market to find the most cost-effective way to reduce 
emissions. Peter Bryn is an engineer who began his career with ExxonMobil. He chose the energy industry because of a 
concern about the dual challenges of providing affordable energy to the world while responsibly managing climate change 
risks. After eight great years with ExxonMobil, Peter recently resigned to full-time volunteer with Citizens’ Climate Lobby. 
Greeter: Judy Glaister                          Board Member: Steve Townley                              Facilitator: Vickie Francil                            Music: Margaret Canavan 
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We welcome the full  range of human diversity, that is, age, race, gender, sexual orientation, and ethnicity.  

Love is the spirit of this church, and service is its gift.  This is  our great covenant:  

To dwell together in peace, to see k  the truth in love, and to help one another. 



 

 

A Message from the President 

Be Careful of What You Bring to the Food Drive 

I was reading UUA article yesterday, that I can’t find today, about 
one church’s experience with a food drive.  In essence upon sorting 
the canned goods a number of items were found to be past the ‘sell 
by’ due date.  The writers of the article were aghast that someone 
would donate food they would not feed to their own family. Did 
your eyebrows go up? 

Today I was searching for a can of tomato sauce in my cupboard 
and I thought, “I’m sure I have several perfectly good items here 
that I could take to church for the food drive.” I reached to the back 
where the less used items seem to congregate and pulled out two 
or three cans and set them on the counter. I was doing dishes or 
something and a variety of thoughts were bumping around in my 
brain when suddenly I remembered the article and grabbed the 
cans to check the dates. Sure enough they were both well past the 
due dates.   

I have reached more than one conclusion about the article I read. 

1. I never have put much stock in those ‘use by’ dates. I think they 
are a selling tool; for sure a wasting tool.  

2. I most likely would have donated those items had I not been 
alerted by the article.   

3. Maybe the writers were a little quick to judge.   

I think the last point is the most relevant.  How often do I say, “But 
for the grace of god….”  I’m sure I sometimes indulge in the high 
and mighty stance, but I’ve found one more reason to back off and 
suspend judgment.  Join me please. 

Love and peace, 

Mary Case 

2015 - 2016 

Leadership of UUFGC 

Board of Directors 

President Mary Case 
President-elect Larry Janzen 
Past President John Vanderpool 
Treasurer Stan Blazyk 
Secretary Judy Glaister 
At-large members Wendy Baker 
 Steve Townley 
 

 Tom Delgado 
 

Committees and Task Forces 

Caring C.Lobb/M.Philpot/M.Terrill 
Communications Madeleine Baker 
Landscape John Stokes 
Membership Cheryl Henry 
Program/Worship Mary Case 
Religious Education Neil Huddleston 
Supper Circles Mary Ann Fore 
Social Action Bets Anderson 

 
 

Administration 

Newsletter Editor   Margaret Canavan 
Webmaster   Neil Huddleston 
Adminstrator   TBD 

Our Right Relations Covenant 

We will communicate openly, honestly & re-

spectfully. 

We will listen carefully with open minds & 

open hearts. 

We will assume good intentions, practice toler-

ance& resist the temptation to become of-

fended. 

We will take responsibility for our speech, ac-

tions& feelings, & we will be sensitive to 

possible conflicts & willing to work toward 

solutions. 

We will consider other perspectives & will 

strive not for unanimity but for mutual re-

spect. 

We will honor our own boundaries & the 

boundaries of others. 

We will respect & support the diversity within 

our congregation & work to foster a wel-

coming environment. 

--developed in  2005 by members of UUFGC 

Themes for 2016 services 
January  Greatness 
February Love  
March  Justice 
April  Stewardship 
May  Relationships 
June  Creativity 
July  Compassion 
August  Challenge 
September Community 
October Spiritual Practice 
November End of Life 
December Peace 

Get YOUR news out to our members and friends! 
 Sunday Order of Service: send Thursday evening  
 Weekly email: send by Sunday evening 
 Newsletter: send by the 15th of the month 



 

 

 

“Like” us on Facebook at  
https://www.facebook.com/UUGalveston 

UU Book Club is open to all who love to read. We meet at 
7pm on the second Wednesday of each month to discuss 
books selected by the participants. Meetings are at the 
Fellowship and we bring snacks or beverages to share. Up 
for discussion on November 11 is Wild by Cheryl Strayed. 
December 9 book is Big Little Lies by Liane  Moriarty. 

And 2016 books have now been chosen! they are: 

January  The Master and Margarita by Mikail Bulga-
kov 
February  The Circle by Dave Eggers 
March  Go Set A Watchman by Harper Lee 
April  The Festival of Insignificance by Milan Kun-

dera 
May  The Whistling Season by Ivan Doig 
June  Circling the Sun by Paula McLain 
July  Tracks: A Woman’s Solo Trek. by Robyn Da-

vidson 
August  The Sound of a Wild Snail Eating by Eliza-

beth Tova Bailey 
September Farewell Fred Voodoo by Amy Lilentz 
October  The Outer Boy by Jan de Hartog 
November  Being Mortal by Atul Gawande 
December The Promise by Ann Weisgarber 

C o n n e c t i o n s  
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REMINDER: We always 
have collection boxes in the foyer 
for donation of the following: 

 Unused medications for St. 
Vincent’s House student run 
Free Clinic 

 Vacation/sample toiletries 
(or full size if you are gener-
ous) for clients of Access 
Care  of Coastal Texas 
(formerly AIDS Coali-
tion) .http://
www.supportacct.org/; also 
pet supplies for those clients. 

 Donations of supplies or 
funding for the Galveston 
Diaper Bank. https://
www.facebook.com/
thegalvestondiaperbank 

 Used printer cartridges for 
recycling. 

The UU Network of Houston is hosting a Leadership Lunch-
eon and Workshops for all area Unitarian Universalists Satur-
day November 14. The Luncheon will inform the attendees 
on the following: 

 Unitarian Universalist Voice for Justice (UUV4J) Activities 
[Rev. Bonnie Vegiard]  

 Social Justice in the Southern Region of the Unitarian 
Universalist Association   [Natalie Briscoe/Rev. Carlton 
Elliot Smith] 

Three workshops will discuss the following: 
 UUV4J four "Action Alert" Issues 

 Texas Unitarian Universalist Justice Ministry (TXUUJM) 
Activities 
  [Rev. Chuck Freeman, Executive Director] 

 UUV4J "Action Alert" Training for those who have not 
completed it or want a refresher 

When: Saturday, November 14. 2015 from 11 am to 3 pm 
Where: Emerson Unitarian Universalist Church, 1900 Bering 
Dr, Houston (in Westwood Hall Building) 
Cost:  Free  with light lunch provided 
 
For more information and to RSVP by November 13 go to: 
uuhouston.org/register  

FREE Leadership  Luncheon and Workshops  November  14  

https://www.facebook.com/UUGalveston
http://www.supportacct.org
http://www.supportacct.org
https://www.facebook.com/thegalvestondiaperbank
https://www.facebook.com/thegalvestondiaperbank
https://www.facebook.com/thegalvestondiaperbank
http://uuhouston.org/registe


 

 

November Compassionate Collection to Benefit the Galveston Seafarer’s Center 

The Compassionate Collection in November will be the collection of the Holiday Boxes for the Seafarer’s Center.  Everyone 
will have a month to prepare the boxes [shoe box size] with goodies for seafarers. The items may be personal [soap, tooth-
paste, comb], fun [games, small books, jokes], useful [pads, pens, cards] or any special item you think the seafarer would en-
joy. You may bring any number of boxes [please either wrap or tie with a ribbon or bow] to the Fellowship over the month of 
November and they will be delivered to the Seafarer’s Center 

The Galveston Seafarers Center is a non-profit, multi-denominational (inter-religious) organization aimed at serving the needs 
of men and women who live and work at sea. Their goal is to provide seafarers of the world a safe place to rest, relax, and to 
enjoy the freedom of religious expressions. To regain contact with family and friends; to provide counseling and comfort in 
times of need.  

Be generous and bring your boxes for the seafarer’s in before December. Thank you. 

Our compassionate offering is always on the first Sunday of each month. If you are unable to attend that day and want to 
make a contribution, you may provide a check made out to UUFGC that states the group to which you wish to donate. Our 
Fellowship has a history of much generosity to local nonprofit groups. 

S o c i a l  A c t i o n  N e w s  

The October Compassionate Collection for 
the Galveston Humane Society totaled 

$440.  
Thanks to everyone for your generosity. 

P r o v o c a t i v e  F i l m  
 

WHAT’S EATING GILBERT GRaPE 
Join us for a viewing of this retro cenimatic “gem” featuring Johnny 
Depp and Leonardo diCaprio, that may cause you to question some old 
stereotypes you have. The film received positive reviews from critics. 
New York Times:"the film's real show-stopping turn comes from Mr. 
DiCaprio, who makes Arnie's many tics so startling and vivid that at 
first he is difficult to watch.... The performance has a sharp, desperate 
intensity from beginning to end." Roger Ebert of Chicago Sun-Times: 
"one of the most enchanting films of the year". Variety:  "a bemused 
view on life...Depp manages to command center screen with a greatly 
affable, appealing characterization”. Film Review: praised  DiCaprio’s 
"performance of astonishing innocence and spontaneity...[bringing] a 
touching credibility to a very difficult part". 

F r i d a y ,  N o v e m b e r  6 ,  7  p m  
 at UU Galveston -- 502 Church Street, 5th Street entrance  

Free admission– bring a snack to share and invite your friends. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_Times
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roger_Ebert
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago_Sun-Times
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Variety_(magazine)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Film_Review_(magazine)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leonardo_DiCaprio


 

 

Newsletter 
Items Due 

Please! 

November  2015  
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30: Sandra Lopez , 

“Honoring Our Loved Ones: A 

Celebration of Día de Los 

Muertos” Children’s Religious 

Education; 

8pm: AA Phoenix Group 

2 
11am Course 

in Miracles 

3 4 
5pm Bowlers  

6 pm Program 

Committee 

5 6 
10am “A” 

Team  

7 pm Prvoca-

tive Film, 

“What’s Eat-

ing Gilbert 

Grape” 

7 

8 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30: David Clark - “The War 

on Drugs is a War on People 

”Children’s Religious Educa-

tion; 

12n “Newcomers” meeting;   

8pm: AA Phoenix Group 

9 
11am Course 

in Miracles 

5:15pm Board 

Meeting 

10 11 
5pm Bowlers  

7pm  Book Club 

discusses  

  Wild 

8pm  AA     

Phoenix Group 

12 
 

13 
 

 

14 

 

15 

9am Adult Forum 

10:30: Karla Klay “How to Fi-

nance Conservation? 

 Generate a spirit of gratitude”; 

Children’s Religious Education 

6:30pm: Game Night @ TBA 

6:30pm: Poker @ DeGesero’s; 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

16 
11am Course 

in Miracles 
 

17 18 
5pm Bowlers  

8pm  AA      

Phoenix Group 

19 20 21 

22 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30: Rev. Bob Tucker, "Now 

Say Thank You"; Children’s Re-

ligious Education 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

23 
11am Course 

in Miracles 

24 25 
5pm Bowlers  

8pm  AA      

Phoenix Group 

26 
2pm   

Thanksiving 

meal at UU 

27 28 

29 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30: Peter Bryn, " Building 

Political Will to Manage Cli-

mate Change Risks"; Children’s 

Religious Education 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

30 
11am Course 

in Miracles 

 

 

     

at UU Galveston 

Potluck Today Happy Birthday to 
Alena Pyles 11/1  Paula Townley  11/2 

Madeleine Baker 11/7  Jimmy Rainey  11/9 

Margaret Canavan 11/11  Alice Ewing Warren 11/11 

Kathy Link 11/17  Glenn Smith   11/17 

Susan Tyler 11/20  Lori Pepper  11/21 

James McGlathery  11/22  R.D. Ward   11/26 

Frank Dickson 11/28  Mitch Philpot  11/28 

Ruth Downes 11/30   Rev. Joy Daley   11/30 


