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"Love" is the theme for our programs in February.   

A lesson worth reading comes from Paul in his letter to the Corinthians: 
“If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn't love others, I would only be a noisy 
gong or a clanging cymbal. If I had the gift of prophecy and if I understood all of God's secret plans and 
possessed all knowledge, and if I had such faith that I could move mountains, but didn't love others, I 

would be nothing. If I gave everything I have to the poor and even sacrificed my body, I could boast about 
it; but if I didn't love others, I would have gained nothing. Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or 

boastful or proud or rude. It does not demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of be-
ing wronged. It does not rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. Love never gives 

up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance.” 

Please join us this month as we confront the challenge of choosing love in every circumstance.  

February 7: – Rev. Bob Tucker  “People Who Need People”  
Bob’s ideas for this sermon will be presented using the contrasting metaphors of  running through the thistles of love and 
sex, and friendship and sacrifice.  Bob is a native of Minnesota and  has served churches in South Dakota, Minnesota, Texas 
and Kansas. He was, for twenty-eight years, the Senior Minister of First Congregational Church of Houston. He is Executive 
Director Emeritus of The Foundation for Contemporary Theology. 
Greeter: Madeleine Baker     Board Member: Mary Case   Facilitator: Miso Lee   Music: Bruce Mauzy 

February 14:  Leslie Fabian - “Unconditional” 
Leslie and Deborah Fabian, married in 1991 as Leslie and David, join us today to speak about their shared experience of Da-
vid's gender transition in 2011. Leslie and Deborah, a social worker and orthopedic surgeon, respectively, are parents of six 
adult children. They live in Leesville, Louisiana, where Dr. Fabian is a contract surgeon at Fort Polk. Leslie is the author of 
My Husband's a Woman Now: a Shared Journey of Transition and Love. The Fabians have a great deal to teach about lov-
ing and commitment. 
Greeter: Sharon Goodwin  BMOD: Tom Delgado  Facilitator: Cheryl Henry  Music: Bruce Mauzy 

February 21:  Margaret Anderson,  “When Black and White Is Gray” 
Margaret will share a taste of her upcoming book Love on the Rocks—with a Twist; Delightful Fiction with Lessons on Deal-
ing with Others. You can apply this sample communication lesson to any conversation, from personal to professional to po-
litical. Margaret Anderson is an independent trainer, author and consultant who helps people get what they need from oth-
ers while building bridges, not burning them. She is the author of the book Bridges to Consensus—in Congregations and of 
a weekly blog devoted to consensus-building and related communication skills .A Harvard-trained negotiator, Margaret 
regularly designed and taught her own curricula for Rice University's Glasscock School of Continuing Studies from 2002 
through 2014.She is a member of the UU Church of the Larger Fellowship and a BOI. 
Greeter: Judy Glaister        Board Member:  Wendy  Baker      Facilitator: Carlos Price       Music: Margaret Canavan 

February 28: Rev. Bruce Beisner, "God is Love and…" 
We say "God is love" and "Love is the spirit of this church."  If God is love, then where is the holy in those parts of our lives 
that don't feel so loving? We'll explore Eastern religious concepts which embrace many possible face and expressions of di-
vinity and say that all of life (even the parts that hurt) are sacred.  Bruce served in ministry at several Unitarian Universalist 
churches in southwest Ohio before coming to Houston in August 2012. He and his husband, Jim Beisner, are the proud 
"parents" of a basset hound named Daisy. 
 Greeter: Fanny DeGesaro  Board Member: Larry Janzen          Facilitator: Vickie Francil             Music: Idalia Avezuela 

UU Galvest   n Gazette 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Galveston County                             February 2016  

502 Church Street, Galveston, Texas 77550-5502                   409.765 8330   Online at uugalveston.org 

We welcome the full  range of human diversity, that is, age, race, gender, sexual orientation, and ethnicity.  

Love is the spirit of this church, and service is its gift.  This is  our great covenant:  

To dwell together in peace, to see k  the truth in love, and to help one another. 
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A Message from ourPresident 

The Importance of Love 

At one time or another we all speculate about what it really takes to 
make us happy and purposeful in life. I learned recently of a study con-
ducted over the course of many decades, following the lives of a sig-
nificant number of men (sadly only men initially), from childhood to 
old age, to see how they changed and what they learned. 

The Harvard Grant Study not only considered how we grow and 
change, but what we value as time goes on, and what is likely to make 
us happy and fulfilled. Half of the study participants were Harvard style 
subjects and half were from the poorest of the poor in Boston. This 
study followed these subjects for seventy-five years and the conclu-
sions are universal.  

The results are available in a book, Triumphs of Experience by George 
Vaillant, the Harvard psychiatrist who was the director for the last 32 
years of the study. You can imagine there is much to learned and a 
myriad of facets in those lives, but in the end, one universal result 
loomed beyond all others: 

Love is really all that matters. 

What this means is, love is key to a happy and fulfilling life. As Vaillant 
puts it, there are two pillars of happiness. One is love and the other is 
finding a way to cope with life that does not push love away. Valliant 
has said that the study’s most important finding is that the only thing 
that matters in life is relationships. A man could have a successful ca-
reer, money and good physical health, but without supportive, loving 
relationships, he wouldn’t be happy. To put it another way, “Happiness 
is only the cart; love is the horse.” 

Please come and join us each Sunday in this month of February to lis-
ten to our speakers elaborate on love, a truly essential factor in all our 
lives. 

Love and peace, 

Mary Case 

PS: I borrowed heavily for this column from the following source: 
Gregoire, C. (2013, November 8). The 75-Year Study That Found the Secrets To 
A Fulfilling Life. Retrieved January 21, 2016, from http://
www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/08/11/how-this-harvard-
psycholo_n_3727229.html  

2015 - 2016 

Leadership of UUFGC 

Board of Directors 

President Mary Case 
President-elect Larry Janzen 
Past President John Vanderpool 
Treasurer Stan Blazyk 
Secretary Judy Glaister 
At-large members Wendy Baker 
 Steve Townley 
 

 Tom Delgado 
 

Committees and Task Forces 

Caring C.Lobb/M.Philpot/M.Terrill 
Communications Madeleine Baker 
Landscape John Stokes 
Membership Cheryl Henry 
Program/Worship Mary Case 
Religious Education Neil Huddleston 
Supper Circles Mary Ann Fore 
Social Action Bets Anderson 

 
 

Administration 

Newsletter Editor   Margaret Canavan 
Webmaster   Neil Huddleston 
Adminstrator   Shannon Samuelson-Reeves 

Ana Rivera’s grand-

kids enjoying the 

MLK parade. 

Meet our New Administrator: We 

are pleased that Shannon Samuelson-Reeves 
is now our part-time administrator. Shannon 
is a member and one of her talents is a love 
and proficiency with technology. She not only 
is a technology whiz, she’s efficient, reliable, 
willing and available. We couldn’t ask for 
more. Please welcome Shannon as she take 
over the administrative duties.   
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“Like” us on Facebook at  
https://www.facebook.com/UUGalveston 

C o n n e c t i o n s  
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Get news out to our members and friends! Send to 
administrator@uugalveston.org 
 Sunday Order of Service: by 5pm Thursday 
 Weekly email: 5pm Sunday evening 
 Newsletter: by the 15th of the month 

UU Book Club meets at 6pm this month on 
Wednesday, February 10. This will be a public 
“Galveston Reads” event so we may meet in 
the Sanctuary. All are welcome and may bring 
snacks or beverages to share. Up for discus-
sion is The Circle by Dave Eggers. Here are all 
the 2016 books: 
February The Circle by Dave Eggers 
March Go Set A Watchman by Harper 

Lee 
April The Festival of Insignificance by 

Milan Kundera 
May  The Whistling Season by Ivan 

Doig 
June  Circling the Sun by Paula McLain 
July Tracks: A Woman’s Solo Trek. by 

Robyn Davidson 
August The Sound of a Wild Snail Eating 

by Elizabeth Tova Bailey 
September Farewell Fred Voodoo by Amy 

Lilentz 
October The Outer Buoy by Jan de Hartog 
November  Being Mortal by Atul Gawande 
December The Promise by Ann Weisgarber 

Update from the Building Beautification 
Team 

For the past few months, a group has met during Sunday pot-
luck lunches to discuss how to improve the ambiance of the 
sanctuary. Specifically, they have discussed how to add color 
to the north wall, inspire our UU artists to hang artwork on the 
east wall, improve the look of the pedestals of the altar, and 
come up with a way for everyone to participate in providing 
flowers for the Sunday services. 

At the last meeting before Christmas, the team agreed to work 
on these ideas: 

 paint the north wall a gradation of color: dark at the top 
and light on the bottom. (Larry Janzen is securing a proposal 
from AB Signs to do a vinyl covering for the wall.) 

 paint the altar posts a darker hue of the color which is at 
the top of the wall; leave the gold-colored parts of the altar as 
they are 

 install lettering (from our affirmation) on the border 
around the sanctuary walls 

 encourage UU artists to contribute their art work to hang 
on the east wall, using fishing line to hang the art work 

Five members of the team -- Al Smith, Carol Lobb, Bets Ander-
son, Martha Terrill, and Cheryl Henry -- provided flowers for 
the Sunday services for the last three months of 2015. We'd 
like to give everyone in the congregation this opportunity, so a 
sign-up sheet has been placed in the foyer for members to 
sign up to bring flowers for Sunday services for 2016. (Please 
see information in the right-hand column). 

While the progress of the team may seem slow to some, the 
group has intentionally been thoughtful in the implementation 
of changes which will affect the entire congregation.  So, 
please be patient. 

If you have ideas or would like to participate, please contact a 
member of the team:  Bets Anderson, Madeleine Baker, Ilse 
Benard, Cheryl Henry, Larry Janzen, Carol Lobb, Al Smith, 
Martha Terrill, and Paula Townley. 

From Treasurer Stan Blazyk: The Finance Com-

mittee will soon be starting to work on the annual budget 
and pledge drive.  They will first contact committee chais 
and those with active responsibilities in the congregation 
to provide input on their current budget situation and to 
get feedback on anticipated budget needs for the new fis-
cal year (July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017).  

YOU can Contribute to the Sunday service! 

Everyone in the congregation now has the opportunity to provide 
flowers for the altar for Sunday services. You may choose to bring 
flowers from your garden, a pot plant, or something from the garden 
at the Fellowship; local grocery stores offer bunches of flowers for 
less than $10. Or you may want to go bigger and order flowers from a 
local florist. You may dedicate your flowers in honor or memory of 
someone dear to you and your dedication will be acknowledged in 
the Order of Service for that Sunday's service. There is a sign-up 
sheet on the bulletin board in the foyer of the Fellowship.  Please 
consider signing up for a Sunday in the next month or so.  Flowers or 
plants on the altar help create a beautiful atmosphere and can ex-
press our appreciation for our UU community. 

https://www.facebook.com/UUGalveston
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Our Compassionate Collection for February will be for our 
Kiva Microfinance lending pool. KIVA is a non-profit organi-
zation, through which individuals can lend as little as $25 to 
help create opportunity around the world. Kiva receives the 
highest possible ratings from Charity Navigator, 
http://www.charitynavigator.org/. 

Microfinance is a way of providing financial services to entre-
preneurs and small businesses lacking access to banking and 
related services. In developing countries people in need 
often do not quality for conventional loans. A good descrip-
tion of this is at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Microfinance.  

We have lent through Kiva since 2007 and to date have made 

345 loans totaling $9,825, from a total of only $1,299 in do-
nations. We have also made small donations to Kiva with 
each loan for their operations so the funds we have for lend-
ing decrease over time. We hope you will look at our portfo-
lio at http://www.kiva.org/lender/unitarianuniversali3384 so 
you can see what we have done over the years.  

Margaret Canavan manages our Kiva activity and she wel-
comes feedback and suggestions from you. If this concept 
inspires you, consider starting your own Kiva lending portfo-
lio. It is easy and satisfying to help people around the world, 
by donating what is a small amount to us, but may be life-
changing for the borrower. 

S o c i a l  A c t i o n  N e w s  

The compassionate collection in January to-
taled $436.75 for CHRISTUS Our Daily Bread. 

Thanks to everyone for such generosity. 

F e b r u a r y  P r o v o c a t i v e  F i l m    
 

 BORN INTO BROTHELS  

These children in Calcutta's red light district are feisty, resilient and wickedly 
funny--and the children of prostitutes. Trying to evade a doomed future, 
they embark on a transformational journey with New York-based photogra-
pher Zana Briski, who teaches them how to take pictures with cameras she 
provides. This humorous and heartfelt story portrays the power of art and 
the courage of those willing to change their own lives. It has been called a 
“remarkable and moving story about the power of art to transform lives.  

 

Friday,  February  12 ,  7  pm  
 at UU Galveston 

502 Church Street, 5th Street entrance  

 
 
 

Free admission– bring a snack to share and  
invite your friends. 

At every moment in every person’s life there is work to be 
done, always work to be done, some of it small, some of it 
Great. The Great Work, in a sense, always has to do with 
healing the world, changing the world, and, as a neces-
sary predicate to that, understanding the world. You rise 
every morning aware that you are called to this work. You 
won’t live to see it finished. But if you can’t hear it calling, 
you aren’t listening hard enough. It’s always calling, 
sometimes in a big voice, sometimes in a quiet voice. 

February Compassionate Collection to Benefit our Kiva Microfinance Fund  

Glenn Smith participatee in a lobby day in Austin on January 
29 for the Citizen’s Climate Lobby. Peter Bryn, who recently 
addressed UU on the Citizens Climate Lobby, organized this 
activity. Glenn promises to keep us updated on this issue.  
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Themes for 2016 services 
March  Justice 
April  Stewardship 
May  Relationships 
June  Creativity 
July  Compassion 
August  Challenge 
September Community 
October Spiritual Practice 
November End of Life 
December Peace 

"Attic Treasures" evolves: Rather than having our own 

sale this year, the plan is that we will volunteer with the Gal-
veston Island Humane Society’s garage sale at the beginning of 
April. GIHS is one of the non-profits we traditionally support 
and we will enjoy adding our energy to theirs. Of course we 
will be able to donate to the sale and purchase at it, if we 
wish,as well as volunteering to help make it happen. Mark 
your calendars, and dig out your blue “UU Volunteer” t-shirt! 
Details will be shared as we receive them. 

There is an update on the activities of the Social Action Com-
mittee at the midyear point: 

 Access Care of Coastal Texas [ACCT] - Carol Lobb and 
Sandra Sullivan volunteer with this agency that helps 
provide food and services for community members with 
illnesses such as HIV/AIDS. We maintain a donation box in 
the foyer for toiletries and health-related items. 

 Compassionate Collection - Sandra Sullivan has led this 
effort, collecting for the UUSC in December, Our Daily 
Bread in January, and KIVA in February. 

 Empty Bowl –a number of members and non-members 
continues to meet on Wednesday evenings to craft bowls 
for the Empty Bowl event to be held in April to raise mon-
ey for The Jesse Tree. Madeleine Baker leads the 
‘bowlers.’ 

 Fair Trade Initiative (to maintain a supply of Fair Trade 
coffee and tea for sale) – we are in need of someone to 
take this project on. 

 Game Night - Victoria Narkin has promoted the game 
night, an alternative to poker for those who don’t play 
that game 

 Housing and Fair Wage – with Laura Murrell’s move to 
Kentucky, we are in need of an advocate for housing and 
fair wages 

 Parades - Margaret Canavan organized our participation 
in the Martin Luther King parade. We hope to distribute 
children’s books for the Juneteenth Parade. 

 Plastic Bag Initiative - Idalia Avezuela is our liaison with 
Surf Rider and the Turtle Restoration project to eliminate 
plastic bags from the environment. 

 Welcoming Congregation – AJ Price is working to main-
tain and promote the welcoming designation of our Fel-
lowship. 

Next meeting of SAC will be after service on February 14.  All 
are welcome to attend. 

“ D e e d s  N o t  C r e e d s  

MLK parade on a chilly day--many beads were thrown! 
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Newsletter 
Items Due 

Please! 

February 2016  
at UU Galveston 

Potluck Today 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 
5pm Bowlers  

6 pm Program 

Committee 

4 5 
11am “A” 

Team  

6 

7 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30: Rev. Bob Tucker  

“People Who Need People”; 

Children’s Religious Education 

8pm: AA  

   Phoenix Group 

8 
11am Course 

in Miracles 

5:30pm Board 

Meeting 

9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 
5pm Bowlers  

6pm  Book Club 

discusses  

  The Circle 

(public event, 

note time 

change) 

8pm  AA     

Phoenix Group 

11 
 

12 
 

7 pm  Pro-

vocative 

Film, Born 

Into Brothels 

13 

 

14 

9am Adult Forum 

10:30: Leslie Fabian - 
“Unconditional”; Children’s 

Religious Education 

12n “Newcomers” meeting; Social 

Action Cmte meeting 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

15 
11am Course 

in Miracles 
 

16 17 
5pm Bowlers  

8pm  AA      

Phoenix Group 

18 19 20 

21 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30: Margaret Anderson,  

“When Black and White Is 

Gray”; Children’s Religious Edu-

cation 

6:30pm: Poker @ DeGesero’s 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

22 
11am Course 

in Miracles 

23 24 
5pm Bowlers  

8pm  AA      

Phoenix Group 

25 

 

 

 
 

26 

 

 

 

 

 
 

27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

28 
10:30: Rev. Bruce Beisner, "God 

is Love and…";"Children’s Reli-

gious Education 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

29 
11am Course 

in Miracles 

 

 

     

H a p p y  B i r t h d a y  t o  
Shannon Samuelson-Reeves 2/1 Idalia Avezuela  2/1 

Curtis Jones  2/1 Alison Rutledge 2/5 

Dorothy Treviño 2/9 Judy Glaister 2/11 

Darren D. 2/14 Ana Rivera 2/15 

Kathleen DiNatale 2/16 Ilse Benard 2/23 

Kay Schiller          2/25 


