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UU Galvest   n Gazette 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Galveston County                  NOVEMBER 2016 

A Welcoming Congregation  

502 Church Street, Galveston, Texas 77550-5502                   409.765 8330   Online at uugalveston.org 

We welcome the full  range of human diversity, that is, age, race, gender, sexual orientation, and ethnicity.  

Love is the spirit of this church, and service is its gift.  This is  our great covenant:  

To dwell together in peace, to see k  the truth in love, and to help one another. 

The theme for November is "Thresholds" 
 
We are often surprised by change that seems to come out of nowhere.  We can find          
ourselves crossing some new threshold we had never anticipated.  To acknowledge and 
cross a new threshold is always a challenge.  Join us this month as our speakers help us 
explore the inevitable changes in our lives. 
 
November 6: Cheryl Sanders Henry  "The Graceful Exit"  
It takes a certain amount of vision to recognize when a life stage is over and to let it go.  Standing 
in the space between the ending of something familiar and facing the threshold of something new 
requires courage and faith. How does our faith support us through life's inevitable transitions? 
Greeter:   Bets Anderson BMOD: Wendy Baker Facilitator: Cheryl Henry    Music: Margaret Canavan 

 
November 13:  Rev. Bob Tucker - “Thresholds of Violence” 
What it is that allows a person to step over societal’ s threshold and passionlessly destroy another 
human’s life? Bob is a native of Minnesota and has served churches in South Dakota, Minnesota, 
Texas and Kansas. He was, for twenty-eight years, the Senior Minister of First Congregational 
Church of Houston. He is Executive Director Emeritus of The Foundation for Contemporary      
Theology  
Greeter: Paula Townley  BMOD: Mary Case  Facilitator: Madeleine Baker Music: Bruce Mauzy 

 
November 20:  Rev. Tom Bain - “Encountering Those Moving through the Last Threshold.” 
I will talk about my experience as a palliative care chaplain and meeting the dying and their      
families with compassion, empathy, and awareness of our common humanity.  Rev. Bain is a      
retired United Methodist pastor currently the palliative care chaplain at UTMB in Galveston. He is a 
member of the World Community for Christian Meditation and received training as a spiritual       
director at the Cenacle Center in Houston. Tom and his wife Jillian Derrick live in Galveston with 
their yellow lab and 2 orange tabbies. 
Greeter: Sandra Sullivan BMOD: Ed Beasley Facilitator: Bets Anderson Music: Idalia Avezuela 

 
November 27: Cara Geary, M.D. - “Meeting the impossible....” 
**POTLUCK SUNDAY & THANKSGIVING CELEBRATION** 
Life offers us experiences we would never choose: loss, failure, illness, death. These bring about 
emotional imperatives that seem insurmountable. What is it and who is it that can surmount? How 
might we meet these moments? Dr. Geary is a Professor and Neonatologist at UTMB. She started 
the Perinatal Hospice Program there and most recently has launched a six month curriculum for 
medical students called the Physician Healer Track. She is also the Abbess of the Zen Island    
Fellowship and a certified Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction Instructor. 
Greeter: Sharon Goodwin BMOD: Judy Glaister Facilitator: Rick Altemose Music: Bruce Mauzy 
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A Message from our President 

Dear Friends, 

This month our theme is thresholds. The seasons are a 
perfect metaphor for the natural thresholds we cross 
each year because during our time on Earth, we are 
born, we thrive, we age, and we die. This is the state of 
the natural world during the seasons. The seasons play a 
larger role in life than many of us think and perhaps by 
observing their rhythm in our own life cycle, we can see 
them clearer.  

Spring is the beginning of something exquisite. Life has 
once again bloomed and flourished. The days are longer, 
the sun is brighter, and a hint of summer can be seen in 
spring sunsets.  

As April turns to May, and May turns to June, summer 
arrives with little notice. During the summer, the world is 
at its prime. The plants have grown to their full potential; 
brilliant flowers and leaves decorate the earth. Sunlight 
showers the world with brilliant rays. 

As September approaches, a slight chill enters the air as 
a welcome refuge from the heat of summer. As the      
autumn wages on, this chill slowly increases along with 
the promise of winter. The leaves on the trees, while still 
beautiful, their once green hue become shades of fiery 
red, orange, and yellow.  

And as November progresses to December, the trees 
lose their leaves, plants and animals fall into a deep 
sleep. Though the sunlight is weak and limited, the light 
simmers on the snow and ice and the Earth has a peace-
ful rest.  

Like life, the seasons carry out an infinite cycle. It’s funny 
how upon closer examination everything goes together. 
Maybe all you have to discover truths about life is to look 
at something as simple as the seasons and revel in the 
beauty and opportunity that each season brings.  

May we all find the beauty in our thresholds that carry is 
safely into a new season. 

Sincerely, 

Larry Janzen 
Board President 

2016 - 2017 
Leadership of UUFGC 

Board of Directors 

 President Larry Janzen 
 President-elect Lisa Windsor 
 Past President Mary Case 
 Treasurer Carlos Price 
 Secretary Judy Glaister 
 At-large members Wendy Baker 
 Ed Beasley 
 Steve Townley 

Committees and Task Forces 
 

 Caring C.Lobb/M.Philpot/M.Terrill 
 Communications Madeleine Baker 
 Landscape Margaret Canavan 
 Membership Cheryl Henry 
 Program/Worship Mary Case 
 Religious Education Neil Huddleston 
 Supper Circles Mary Ann Fore 
 Social Action Billie Rinaldi 

Administration 

Webmaster   Neil Huddleston 
Administrator  Shannon Samuelson-Reeves 

Themes for 2016 services 

December Peace 

Our Right Relations Covenant 

 We will communicate openly, honestly &       
respectfully. 

 We will listen carefully with open minds & open 
hearts. 

 We will assume good intentions, practice        
tolerance & resist the temptation to become   
offended. 

 We will take responsibility for our speech,     
actions & feelings, & we will be sensitive to   
possible conflicts & willing to work toward      
solutions. 

 We will consider other perspectives & will strive 
not for unanimity but for mutual respect. 

 We will honor our own boundaries & the bound-
aries of others. 

 We will respect & support the diversity within 
our congregation & work to foster a welcoming              
environment. 

--adopted in 2005 

Get news out to our members and friends! Send to             
administrator@uugalveston.org 
 
 Sunday Order of Service: by 5pm Thursday 
 Weekly email: 5pm Monday 
 Newsletter: by the 15th of the month 
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C o n n e c t i o n s  

Reflections of a Muslim Bioethicist  

by Dr. Bashir Jiwani 

Free Event, Open to the public, RSVP 

Understanding the Role of Ethics in 
Civil Discourse:  
Thursday, November 3, 2016 at 12:00pm 
Fondren Library, Kyle Morrow Room 
Lunch Provided 
RSVP at:  
https://signup.rice.edu/BashirJiwaniAM 
Rice University – Boniuk Institute 

From Pluralism To Integrity: The Ne-
cessity of The  Other for Living Our Values 
Thursday, November 3, 2016 at 6:30pm 
Interfaith Ministries for Greater Houston, Great Hall 
3303 Main St., Houston, TX 77002 
Contact: Alison Smith, asmith@imgh.org, 713-533-4926 
Light refreshments will be served 
 

Living with others who are different from ourselves is an 

inescapable dimension of the contemporary global context. 

Rice University’s Boniuk Institute, the Aga Khan Council for 

the Southwestern US and Interfaith Ministries of Greater 

Houston present Dr. Bashir Jiwani, Lead Ethicist and     

Director of Fraser Health Ethics Services and Diversity 

Services who will argue that encounters with others can 

and should be seen as opportunities for transformation 

leading to greater integrity and clearer identity. Seeing dif-

ference in this way requires a pluralist response to identity, 

which requires commitments to the values of trust, respect, 

honesty, and humility. Living with integrity requires living 

up to this value, which in turn requires skills of ethical    

literacy. 

Dr. Bashir Jiwani is Ethicist and Director for Fraser Health 
Ethics Services, whose mandate includes clinical and    
organizational ethics and diversity services.  
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UU Book Club meets at 7pm 
on Wednesday, November 9th in 
the UU “Living Room”. All are 
welcome and may bring snacks 
or beverages to share. Up for 
discussion is Being Mortal by 
Atul Gawande.  
Fanny DeGesero to lead the  
discussion. Below are the      
remaining book for 2016: 
   
December The Promise  
 by Ann Weisgarber 

The November meeting is Thursday November 10th at 5:00 
p.m. Glen will show several short videos and we will brain 
storm on what we in Galveston can do to help with our goal 
making a difference in the climate problems. 
  
Wine, cheese, crackers, and grapes will be served. 

Thanksgiving Dinner Sign-Up 

Sign up sheet is currently available on 
the bulletin board in the foyer.  Please 
sign up to help bring food and/or clean 
up. Held on Thanksgiving Day. 

Announcement Regarding the Bowl Room 

The Board decided that the door for the ‘bowls’ room 
should be locked after the Sunday morning meeting 
for the adult RE meets.  The gates will remain        
unlocked and members can use either the east or 
west entry at any time before or after the service.   

mailto:asmith@imgh.org
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S o c i a l  A c t i o n  N e w s  

November Compassionate Collection to Benefit the Galveston Seafarer’s Center 

Save the Date for these Upcoming  
UU Regional Events! 

 
 Southwest Fall Conference, November 11-13, Glen 

Rose TX  
 TX Extended Leadership Experience - North Texas, 

December 3, 2016, Denton, TX 76201, Contact Kathy 
Charles, kcharles@uua.org, for additional information 

 Small Congregation UU Leadership Experience (aka 
SCUULE), February 5-10, 2017, Paisley FL 

 Spring Gatherings, April 7-9, 2017, we will be holding 
this event concurrently in each of our Southern Region 
geo areas (Florida, Mid-South, Southeast, Southwest).  

Want more new from UUA? The UU Bulletin is available 
by email from the Unitarian Universalist Association. This 
monthly e-publication is full of information about  issues and 
activities of our denomination. You can subscribe at                                          
http://www.uua.org/news/follow/alerts 

You too can host a supper circle!  
Use the sign-up sheets on the foyer        

bulletin board.  
 

If you are interested in hosting a dinner at your home (or at 
UU if you don’t have room at home) sign up today. You can 
choose how many people you’d like to invite and everyone 
brings a dish to share. Plenty of upcoming months are 
available!  

 

“Like” us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/UUGalveston 

The compassionate collection in October for Project Clear Light was $267.  
Thanks to all for your generosity.  

Galveston CCL Activities  
September & October 2016 

9/5 Search & identify potential endorsers.  En-
dorsers are community leaders who support CCL 
efforts to address climate change. Signed up first 
endorser in Galveston.   
9/16 Attended Texas Coastal Watershed Pro-
gram of Texas A&M – Galveston County Resiliency 
Workshop at NOAA Facility in Galveston 
9/17 Help plan and arrange first meeting of Petro 
Metro.  Petro Metro is the group name for all the 8 
CCL groups in Houston Area.  Attendees shared 
ideas and made plans to coordinate. 
9/18 Galveston Climate Advocate Training.  12 
people attended training provided by Brett Cease 
with 6 staying for the entire 2 ½ hour session.  Brett 
is a CCL staff member from Dallas 
10/5 CCL Southern Energy Freedom Tour.   
Jump start CCL Chapters in Beaumont and 21 oth-
er cities in Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama.   
Contacted faith groups in that area to host and/or 
participate in meetings. 
10/5 Lobby meeting with Congressman Randy 
Weber’s office in Beaumont.  Research community 
leaders that Congressman’s office interacts with. 
10/6 Galveston Chapter meeting at UU Fellow-
ship 
10/17 Meeting with 6 environmental classes at 
Ball High School to talk about climate change and 
CCL solution.   Research & evaluate climate vide-
os.  Revised PowerPoints and CCL flyer to make 
them more appropriate for high school students 
10/20 & 21 Will represent CCL at Galveston His-
torical Foundation – Living on the Edge: Taking Ac-
tion meeting at Ashton Villa 
TBA Preparing for Texas Academy of Science 
meeting at TAMUG 

The Compassionate Collection in November will be the 
collection of the Holiday Boxes for the Seafarer’s Center. 
 Everyone will have a month to prepare the boxes 
[shoe box size] with goodies for seafarers. The items 
may be personal [soap, toothpaste, comb], fun [games, 
small books, jokes], useful [pads, pens, cards] or any 
special item you think the seafarer would enjoy. You may 
bring any number of boxes [please either wrap or tie with 
a ribbon or bow] to the Fellowship over the month of      
November and they will be delivered to the Seafarer’s 
Center.  The Galveston Seafarers Center is a non-profit, 

multi-denominational (inter-religious) organization aimed 
at serving the needs of men and women who live and 
work at sea. Their goal is to provide seafarers of the 
world a safe place to rest, relax, and to enjoy the       
freedom of religious expressions. To regain contact with 
family and friends; to provide counseling and comfort in 
times of need. Be generous and bring your boxes for the        
seafarer’s in before December.  

Your donations are greatly appreciated! 

https://www.facebook.com/UUGalveston
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Newsletter 
Items Due 

Please! 

NOV 2016  
at UU Galveston 

Potluck Today 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 
5pm Bowlers  

8pm  AA Phoenix 

Group 

3 

 
 

4 5 

6 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30: Cheryl Sanders Henry   

"The Graceful Exit"   

Children’s Religious Education 

6:30pm Game Night @TBA 

8pm: AA Phoenix Group 

7 
11am Course 

in Miracles 

8 

 

9 
5pm Bowlers  

6pm Program 

Committee 

7pm  Book Club  

8pm  AA Phoenix 

Group 

10 
5pm  

Citizen’s Climate 

Lobby Meeting 

11 

 
 

 
 

 

12 

13 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30: Rev. Bob Tucker - 

“Thresholds of Violence”;  

Children’s Religious Ed. 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

14 
11am Course 

in Miracles 

 

 

 
 

15 16 
5pm Bowlers 

8pm  AA      

Phoenix Group 

17 
 

18 
10:30am 

“A” Team  

19 
 

20 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30: Rev. Tom Bain - 

“Encountering Those Moving 

through the Last Threshold.”  

Children’s Religious Education 

6:30pm: Poker @ TBA  

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

21 
11am Course 

in Miracles 

5:30pm 

Board Meet-

ing 

22 23 
5pm Bowlers  

8pm  AA      

Phoenix Group 

24 
2pm  

Thanksgiving 

Dinner at the 

Fellowship 

25 26 

27 

10:30: Cara Geary, M.D. -  

“Meeting the impossible....” 

Children’s Religious Education 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

 

28 
11am Course 

in Miracles 

 

 

29 30 
5pm Bowlers  

8pm  AA Phoenix 

Group 

   

       

Potluck 

Newsletter 
Items Due 

Please! 

Alena Pyles 11/1 

Paula Townley 11/2 

Megan Schoeneck 11/6 

Madeleine Baker 11/7 

Jimmy Rainey 11/9 

Carole Miller 11/10 

Margaret Canavan 11/11 

Kathy Link 11/17 

Glenn Smith 11/17 

Susan Tyler 11/20 

Lori Pepper11/21 

James McGlathery 11/22 

R.D.  Ward 11/26 

Frank Dickson 11/28 

Mitch Philpot 11/28 

Rev. Joy Daley 11/30 

Ruth Downes 11/30 


