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UU Galvest   n Gazette 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Galveston County                  November 2017 

A Welcoming Congregat ion  

502 Church Street, Galveston, Texas 77550-5502                   409.765 8330   Online at uugalveston.org 

We welcome the full  range of human diversity, that is, age, race, gender, sexual orientation, and ethnicity.  

Love is the spirit of this church, and service is its gift.  This is  our great covenant:  

To dwell together in peace, to see k  the truth in love, and to help one another. 

November 5:  Jenifer Wagley M.Div., M.ED. 
                          “Loving Your Enemy….Yes, Even that One”   
The concept of loving your enemy seems great when there is no 
target in sight.  But loving your enemy when they are in sight 
daily has become challenging.  Journey together as we unpack 
what it takes to stand against hate and not become hate-
ful.  What does it take to be light in totality, and to speak and be 
love daily?  Rev. Wagley serves as Deputy Director of Avenue, a 
25-year-old non-profit development company serving the Great-
er Houston community. She has 14 years of community organiz-
ing and program management experience. Jenifer oversees Ave-
nue’s robust Community Building and Engagement Depart-
ment.  She and her wife Carla are parents to three boys.    

     Greeter: Paula Townley            Board Member of the Day: TBA 
     Facilitator: Vickie Francil            Music:  Bruce Mauzy 

Compassionate Offering benefits St. Vincent’s House 
 

November 12:  Rev. Dr. Randolph L. Partain 
                            “Showing Up for Life”  
There are so many things that sap our emotional fortitude, and 
our internal strength sometimes feels limited.  We can all likely 
imagine what material abundance would look like.  But is there 
a way to experience abundance within us, as well?  Rev. Partain 
describes himself as a composer, pianist, creative thinker, and 
theologian.  After receiving a doctorate degree in music compo-
sition and after working for many years as a music minister in 
various Christian churches, he became more open about his 
(atheist) Humanist beliefs.  He is passionate about meaningful, 
authentic community, and he earned a Master of Divinity de-
gree (as an open atheist at an evangelical Christian seminary).  
He became endorsed as Humanist Celebrant, instead.  He en-
courages people to think about what they believe and to live 
out their beliefs meaningfully. 

     Greeter: Carol Lobb       Board Member of the Day: Steve Townley    
     Facilitator: Cheryl Henry       Music: Bruce Mauzy 

November 19:  Jim Turner, "Feeding The Hungry Ghost"  
If we are fortunate enough to live in a place where our basic 
needs can be met, then we are truly blessed.  But is that 
enough?  Are we constantly grasping for something that always 
seems to be just out of our reach?  Come and explore these ques-
tions.  Can a beggar be as happy as a king? Is abundance a matter 
of wealth or simply a state of mind?  Jim Turner has been practic-
ing yoga for over fifteen years and teaching for the past ten. He is 
a registered "Yoga Alliance" teacher and a graduate of the Kripalu 
professional yoga teacher program. He has specialty training in 
"Teaching yoga to seniors," Chair yoga, "Yoga for arthritis," and 
"Teaching yoga to special populations." He teaches yoga classes 
for the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) at UTMB. 

     Greeter: Linda Price      Board Member of the Day: Carlos Price 
     Facilitator: Cheryl Henry      Music: Bruce Mauzy 
 

November 26:  John Gorman, “Poetry:  Creativity—The Name  
                            and The Game”   
“Poetry” comes from a Greek word for “making.”  The idea that 
language itself can modify reality and pin down identity is a very 
old one, as the opening chapters of The Book of Genesis attest. 
Poets love to brag about their power to change the world.  John 
will bring in examples from his own work and that of those more 
famous. John is Professor Emeritus of Literature after nearly forty 
years as a professor at UHCL. His poetry has been published in 
numerous journals throughout the U.S. and Canada and is collect-
ed in four chapbooks including, “The Oxford of Floodplain,” which 
was produced to celebrate UHCL’s 20th anniversary. John was 
named  one  of  three  “State  Poets”  at  the  Austin  International  
Poetry Festival in 2012. 

     Greeter: Bets Anderson   Board Member of the Day: Steve Townley 
     Facilitator: Mary Case           Music: Tony DiNuzzo 

Monthly Potluck Lunch immediately following the service 
 

Theme for November Programs: Abundance 
"Both abundance and lack exist simultaneously in our lives, as parallel realities.  It is always our conscious choice which  

secret garden we will tend...when we choose not to focus on what is missing from our lives but are grateful for the  
abundance that's present--love, health, family, friends, work, the joys of nature, and the personal pursuits that bring us  

pleasure--the wasteland of illusion falls away and we experience Heaven on earth."    
—Sarah Ban Breathnach, Simple Abundance. 

Please join us for our services in November, as we explore the theme of Abundance. 
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A Message from our President 
 

“Given the right opportunity, tools, and teacher guidance,  

students want an equal voice in directing their own learning.” 

   ~ Alan November, Global Learner 

Dear Fellowship, 

     When you google “November,” you never know what you’re 

going to find.  The theme for November is Abundance, illustrated in 

art and literature as a cornucopia, spilling over with all the good 

things in life.  But when you really get down to it, what do we need, 

what do we want, and what is our responsibility, as citizens of the 

earth, to provide?   

     Famed genius Marilyn Vos Savant was asked once what she 

would wish for if a Genii granted her three wishes.  She replied, 

“Happiness.  All the things that people traditionally wish for are 

merely means to attain the goal of happiness.”  You can’t argue 

with that logic.  In addition, most of the things people often wish 

for, such as beauty and wealth, don’t seem to make the people 

that have them any happier.  We live in a unique time where Amer-

ican citizens from every walk of life are forced to reexamine the 

constructs that have shaped our world for so long.  Leadership, 

power, truth, history, sovereignty, equality, and self-rule have all 

been questioned, dissected, and, in many cases, redefined in the 

past year.  And, for whatever reason it happened, I can’t deny that 

it might be a good thing for this country.  Throw out the stale, rigid 

processes and beliefs that have limited so many categories of 

Americans, and start to think in a new way. 

     The above quote strikes me as a radical concept.  Haven’t we 

been taught to learn by rote memorization?  If we gave students an 

equal voice in learning, what would we end up with?  Chaos, pan-

demonium, anarchy?  No, I don’t think so.  I think we might end up 

with adults who believe their voice is equal and their ideas have 

value.  We might end up with adults who have learned to think for 

themselves and not follow the crowd.  We might end up with 

adults who are prepared to face life’s challenges with less fear and 

anger.  We might end up with, dare I say it, adults.  Now, that’s the 

kind of abundance I could really get behind. 

Sincerely, 

 

Lisa Windsor 

2017-2018 Leadership of UUFGC 

Board of Directors 

 President ................................. Lisa Windsor 
 President-elect .............................. Miso Lee 
 Past President ......................... Larry Janzen 
 Treasurer .................................. Carlos Price 
 Secretary ................................. Jo Ann Ross 
 At-large Members ...................... Ed Beasley 
  Glenn Smith 
  Steve Townley 

Committees and Task Forces 

 Caring ......................................... Carol Lobb 
  Mitch Philpot 
  Martha Terrill 
 Communications ............... Madeleine Baker 
 Landscape ...................... Margaret Canavan 
 Membership ............................ Cheryl Henry 
 Program/Worship ....................... Mary Case 
 Religious Education............ Neil Huddleston 
 Supper Circles ...................... Mary Ann Fore 
 Social Action ............................. Billie Rinaldi 
UU Book Club ................... Fanny DeGesero 

Administration 

Webmaster ......................... Neil Huddleston 
Administrator  ............................... Jo  Ann Ross 

 

 

Get news out to  
our members and friends! 

Send to administrator@uugalveston.org: 
 

 Sunday Order of Service: by 5pm Thursday 

 Weekly email: 5pm Monday 

 Newsletter: by the 15th of the month 

The theme for next month 
— December —  

is Hope. 
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C o n n e c t i o n s  
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Check out the UU Bulletin  

from our national  

Unitarian Universalists Association! 
 

This monthly e-publication is full of information about issues 
and activities of our denomination. You can subscribe at:  

 

http://www.uua.org/news/follow/alerts 

 

“Like” us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/UUGalveston 

 

OTHER GROUPS   

AT THE FELLOWSHIP 

 UU Adult Forum:  The Sunday discussion group meets 
at 9:00am, except the last Sunday of the month 
(potluck lunch dates). 

 UU Bowlers meet weekly on Wednesdays at 5:00pm  
to create handmade bowls for the annual Jesse Tree 
“Empty Bowl” event.  

UU Chalice Circles meet on alternating Mondays and 
alternating Tuesdays. {Participants must be pre-
enrolled.) 

 A Course in Miracles meets at 11:00am on Mondays, 
and the group goes to lunch at noon. 

 AA Phoenix Group meets on Wednesday and Sundays 
at 8:00pm. 

    UU Book Club meets at 7pm on 
the second Wednesday of the 
month in the UU Living Room.   

    All are welcome to join our 
friendly and far-ranging discus-
sions and may bring snacks or 
beverages to share.   

 

    Upcoming Selections: 

    November 8:  “Sweet Lamb of  
        Heaven” by Lydia Millet 

    December 13:  “Enrique’s  
        Journey” by Sonia Nazaro 

Thanksgiving Dinner at UU 

    Not everyone goes over the river and through the woods to  
Grandmother’s house at Thanksgiving.  As is our tradition, we 
will have a potluck Thanksgiving Dinner at 2pm on Thanksgiving 
Day for those who wish to gather.   

    A turkey will be provided and you  
bring the rest! Please sign up on the 
sheet in the foyer, and indicate 
what dish you will bring, and how 
many people will accompany you.  
 

    We will, of course, need some volunteers to help out with  
set-up and clean-up.  There is a sign–up sheet for that as well.  

    We always have a fine time and all are welcome!  We hope  
to see you on Thanksgiving! 

 

 

 

Meets at 9:00am in the Fellowship’s living room 

Adult Forum for November  

will be reading 

Hallelujah Anyway: Rediscovering Mercy by Anne Lamott 
  

   “Mercy is radical kindness,” Anne Lamott writes in her heart-
ening book, Hallelujah Anyway. It’s the permission you give oth-
ers—and yourself—to forgive a debt, to absolve the unabsolva-
ble, to let go of the judgment and pain that make life so difficult. 

   In Hallelujah Anyway: Rediscovering Mercy, Lamott ventures to 
explore where to find meaning in life. We should begin, she sug-
gests, by “facing a great big mess, especially the great big mess 
of ourselves.” It’s up to each of us to recognize the presence 
and importance of mercy everywhere—”within us and outside 
us, all around us”—and to use it to forge a deeper understand-
ing of ourselves and more honest connections with each other. 
While that can be difficult to do, Lamott argues that it’s crucial, 
as “kindness towards others, beginning with myself, buys us a 
shot at a warm and generous heart, the greatest prize of all.”  

   Full of Lamott’s trademark honesty, humor and forthrightness, 
Hallelujah Anyway is profound and caring, funny, and wise—a 
hopeful book of hands-on spirituality. 

Questions or Comments?  

Contact Bets Anderson at betsander@gmail.com or  

Madeleine Baker at madbaker3124@gmail.com 

http://www.uua.org/news/follow/alerts
https://www.facebook.com/UUGalveston
mailto:betsander@gmail.com
mailto:madbaker3124@gmail.com
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U U ’ s — W H O  W E  A R E  

The Judaic-Christian tradition has had a long history of cov-
enants, beginning in the time of the Old Testament, contin-
ued through the New Testament period, and influencing 
the early religious traditions even into the 17th Century, as 
Europeans began to settle in North America. The basis for 
covenant within these two traditions was theological…A 
firm belief that God demanded promises, not only to him, 
but also between religious believers themselves. It is out of 
this tradition that early Unitarians, and Universalists, chose 
to make covenants. They believed that God wanted them 
to live in respect, love, compassion and commitment, to-
ward God and toward one another. 

From our two rich histories, both of Unitarians and of Uni-
versalists, we see a commitment to make and keep promis-
es, covenants, with one another. Though we have always 
refused to adopt any creedal statement in either tradition, 
we had historically viewed our covenants as relating to 
God, as well as to one another.   

But, as Unitarians and Universalists merged in 1961, and as 
we have grown in our understanding of diversity and mov-
ing beyond mere tolerance, we have many members and 
friends who do not accept the concept of covenanting with 
God. Nor do we believe in theological or biblical bases for 
covenanting. Yet, today we need covenant more than ever. 

It is the act of covenant that holds congregations together.  

Consider the promises associated with agreeing to live  

by our seven UU principles. 

When we affirm the inherent worth and dignity of all be-
ings, we are saying that we respect one another's person- 
hood, and we will not violate it.  

 

When we affirm justice, equity, and compassion in human 
relations, we are saying that we will treat each other with 
justice, equity, and compassion.  

When we say we accept one another and encourage one 
another's spiritual growth, we are promising to strive for 
understanding of differences.  

When we strike out on a free and responsible search for 
truth and meaning, we are demonstrating our belief in a 
free faith.  

When we affirm the right of conscience and the use of the 
democratic process, we are acknowledging our diversity of 
belief and committing to the use of fair practices for deci-
sion-making. 

When we strive for world community with peace, liberty, 
and justice for all, we are agreeing that all beings require 
peace, liberty and justice.  

And when we affirm our respect for the interdependent 
web of existence, we are acknowledging that we are de-
pendent upon one another, that we cannot live in isolation 
from one another, nor can we disregard the needs of our 
mother earth and father sky.  

In essence, we are saying to one another and to the larger 
world, "you are safe with us. We will respect you. We will 
encourage your growth. We will work to understand who 
you are and we will not force you to be other than you are. 
When we have differences of opinion, we will talk them 
through respectfully and we will make decisions democrati-
cally."  

What we affirm and promise:  Our Affirmation 

Love is the spirit of this church and service is its gift; this is our great covenant:   
to live together in peace, to speak the truth in love, and to help one another. 

What is a Covenant?   
Background on Covenants — by Rev. Margo McKenna 

Our Call to Service each Sunday: 

Gathered here in the mystery of the hour   

Gathered here in one strong body 

Gathered here in the mystery of the hour 

Spirit draw near 



 

Page 5 UU Galveston Gazette November 2017 

S o c i a l  A c t i o n  N e w s  

The compassionate collection in October for Galveston Humane Society raised $312.15.  
Thank you for your generosity! 

Tiny Thrift Shop is 

Open for Business! 

The Landscape Committee 
has set up the Tiny Thrift 
Shop in the small room just 
off the bowlers room (behind 
the administrator’s office).  
Please enter from the bowl 
room. Items there are priced 
and anyone is welcome to 
purchase, both members and 
visitors. Instructions for pay-
ment are on the wall there. 
Just place your payment in 
the envelope provided, along 
with the price tag of the item 
you are purchasing, and drop 

it into the administrator’s 
office through the mail slot 
at the bottom of the glass 
door. 

If you would like to donate 
items for the shop, you may 
drop them off in the storage 
room off the back hallway 
(across from the living room) 
and we will price them and 
put them out. If you would 
like to price an item yourself, 
please do so. There are price 
stickers and tags available in 
the storage room. 

Proceeds from this project 
will go toward maintenance 
of our garden and for im-
provements, if funds are 
available. 

Many thanks for your help in 
making this project a suc-
cess! Paula Townley and 
Margaret Canavan are work-
ing on this project and wel-
come ideas and assistance. 

St. Vincent’s House serves the least, the lost, and the left-out 

population of Galveston. Their “services are designed to 

meet the real and immediate needs of their clients for food, 

shelter, and healthcare to enhance mental, physical, and 

spiritual well-being.” 

St. Vincent’s works with local partners who share their “vision 

for a hope-filled and healthy community.” Programs include: 

   - Food pantry - Meals on Wheels 

   - Snack packs - Spiritual chapel 

   - Transportation - “The Great Clothes Out” 

 

 - Direct aid - Holiday meals 

 - Case management - Christmas gifts 

 - Student Clinic (pm and day)    

 - Family Service Center 

 - Shower & laundry services for homeless women and men 

To volunteer at St. Vincent’s House: 

  volunteer@stvhope.org 

For more information:   

www.stvhope.org 

The November Compassionate Offering Benefits St. Vincent’s House 

The Galveston UU Fellowship has a history of providing donations to local non-profit groups.  

Our compassionate offerings are on the first Sunday of each month, unless otherwise announced.  

If you are unable to attend that day and want to make a contribution, you may provide a check, made out to UUFGC,  
that states the group to which you wish to donate. 

W h a t ’ s  N e w  a t  U U  

 

  

We bid farewell and happiness to Susan Tyler 

and Deanna Benson, as they relocate back to 

Centerville.  Susan has sold her gallery and will 

now focus her art activities there.  We will miss 

them both.  
 

 
 

 

We welcome Tony and Bunny DiNuzzo back to 

life in the USA.  They have purchased a home  

in LaMarque.  They still have a residence in 

Mexico, but we will be seeing (and hearing) a  

lot more of them. 

mailto:volunteer@stvhope.org
http://www.stvhope.org
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Newsletter 
Items Due 

Please! 

November  2017 
                               at UU Galveston    

Newsletter 
Items Due 

Please! 

Sunday Monday Tuesay Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
5pm  Bowlers 
8pm  AA      
Phoenix 
Group 

2 3 4  

5   

9:00am  Adult Forum 
10:30am  Jenifer Wagley, “Loving  
  Your Enemy…. Yes, Even that  
  One”   
10:30am  Children’s Religious  
  Education 
8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

6 
11am   
A Course in 
Miracles 
 

 
 

7 
 

8 
5pm  Bowlers 
7pm  Book 

Club: Sweet 
Lamb of        
Heaven by 
Lydia Millet 

8pm  AA      
Phoenix 
Group 

9 
5:30pm    
  Program  
  Committee 
  at Olympia  
  Grill on  
  Harborside 
 

10 
  
 

11 
Veteran’s 

Day 
 

12 
9:00am  Adult Forum 
10:30am  Rev. Randolph Partain,  
“Showing Up for Life” 

10:30am  Children’s Religious  
  Education 
8pm  AA Phoenix Group 
 

 

13 
11am   
A Course in 
Miracles 

14 
 

15 
5pm  Bowlers 
8pm  AA      
Phoenix 
Group 

16 
 

17 
10am  
 Admin  
“A”-Team 
Meeting 

18 

19 
9:00am  Adult Forum 
10:30am  Jim Turner, "Feeding The  
  Hungry Ghost"  
10:30am  Children’s Religious  
  Education 
6:30pm  Spirituality of Poker at  
  the Prices’ home 
8pm  AA Phoenix Group 
 

20 
11am   
A Course in 
Miracles 
 
 

21 
5:30pm  
Board Meet-
ing  

22 
5pm  Bowlers 
8pm  AA      
Phoenix 
Group 

23 
THANKSGIVING 

DINNER 
2 PM 

(SEE ARTICLE 
PAGE 3, AND 

SIGN-UP SHEET 
IN THE FOYER) 
 

24 
 

25 

26 

9:00am  No Adult Forum today! 
10:30am  John Gorman, “Poetry: 
Creativity—The Name and The 
Game” 

10:30am  Children’s Religious  
  Education 
8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

27 
11am   
A Course in 
Miracles 

28 29 
5pm  Bowlers 
8pm  AA      
Phoenix 
Group 

30  Potluck Today 

Newsletter  
Items Due! 

Happy Birthday to: 

Alena Pyles-11/1 
Paula Townley-11/2 
Megan Schoeneck-11/6 
Madeleine Baker-11/7 
Margaret Canavan-11/11 
Kathy Link-11/17 
Glenn Smith-11/17 

 
 

Susan Tyler-11/20 
Lori Pepper-11/21 
James McGlathery-11/22 
Mitch Philpot-11/28 
Rev. Joy Daley-11/30 
Ruth Downes-11/30 

Compassionate Offering 


