
“Love is the spirit of this church, and Service is its 
gift.  This is our great Covenant: To Dwell 
together in Peace, To seek the truth in love, 
And to help one another.” --  UUFGC Affirmation

 Mike Hennen
“Service Is Its Gift” 

Many are the ways we serve. The word “service” itself has 
several meanings. Each Sunday we affirm that “service” 

is the “gift” of this church. What does that mean and how 
is it manifested in real life? Many members of our Fellowship show us 
the way.

Mike Hennen is a retired lawyer, and a past president of the 
Fellowship.
BMOD: Cheryl Henry Music: Tony DiNuzzo
Greeter: Bets Anderson 
 
Ellie Hanley

“Unexpected Bravery”
Ellie Hanley will speak about addicted women and the 

   strength it takes to acknowledge the impact of addiction 
on children. Ellie has been a Galveston County resident for 

nearly 30 years. For the past 12 years, she has been the Director of the 
ADA Women’s Center, a substance-abuse treatment facility for women.
BMOD: Rick Altemose Music:  Pam Vincent
Greeter: Claudia Maveety Facilitator: Cheryl Henry
  
WENDY RAMIREZ

“Life Out of the Shadows”
Wendy Ramirez will share her story of life as an 

undocumåented immigrant, brought to the United States 
at age  9 to help care for her paralyzed father who was 

injured while working as a day laborer on the streets of Houston. Now 
at age 21 her life has come full circle: she is a full-time volunteer at 
the very same homeless shelter and medical clinic where she lived and 
received services as a child. 

Wendy is a Junior Biology Major and a Scholar’s Academy student 
at the University of Houston-Downtown. While she is still an “illegal 
alien” under the law, President Obama’s executive order has allowed 
her to come out of the shadows and work towards her life-long goal of 
providing medical care to underserved populations. 
BMOD: Bets Anderson Music:  Bunny Andrews
Greeter: Linda Price Facilitator: Rick Altemose
 
 Amanda Prather      POTLUCK

“How May I Help You?”
 The effectiveness of our service to others greatly depends 

     on asking the right questions. Looking at famous 
examples of helpers past and present, we’ll explore what 

they did (and did not) ask. How their questions were framed and 
answered reveals what you probably already know: service is a gift. 
Actually, it’s a two-way gift. Service is a gift of mercy to the recipient 
and of empowerment to the helper.

Amanda Prather joined the UUFGC on her birthday in 2004. She’s 
earning a master’s degree in Graphic Design at University of Houston 
- Clear Lake where she also works part-time. In her spare hours, she 
enjoys writing poems, making pottery, and foraging for edible wild 
plants.
BMOD: Billie Rinaldi Music: Margaret Canavan
Greeter: Judy Glaister Facilitator: Mike Hennen
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The theme for our May services is “Service.” Each Sunday we say together, “Love is the spirit of this church and service is its 
gift.” Many members of our Fellowship are deeply involved in service: to the Fellowship itself and to the wider community. 

Service can be many things. It can be some contribution to the welfare of others. It can be a helpful act, aid, or a good turn done. 
Please join us in May as we explore how Unitarian Universalists and others find service to be rewarding in many ways. 

A Month Of SundaysA Month Of Sundays

Join Us On Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/UUGalveston?fref=ts
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2012 -- 2013 UUFGC Board of Directors
President Cheryl Henry
President-Elect Susan Pearsons
Past-President Billie Rinaldi
Secretary Bets Anderson
Treasurer Stan Blazyk
Members at Large Rick Altemose
 Stephanie Nwadiei
 Al Smith

Committies and Task Forces
Communications Madeleine Baker
Landscape John Hunger
Membership Margaret Canavan
Program/Worship Mike Hennen
Religious Education Neil Huddleston
Supper Circles Rick Altemose
Social Acton Mary Hodgson
Fundraising Chair Claudia Maveety
Administrative Team B. Anderson, M. Baker, 
 M. Canavan J. Glaister & J. Rainey
Newsletter Jimmy Rainey
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UU News & Events

“Votes” are in and the date for our annual fundraiser is set!   BIG 
SALE is Saturday June 15 from 8-1, with “Early Bird” sale the night be-
fore.  So start NOW going through your attics, closets, garages, etc and 
looking for items you wish to donate.  Just think of all the extra space 
you will have at home!  All donations can be taken as tax deductions 
to UUFGC.

Setup will begin after the service on June 9, until 2pm.  We can begin 
accepting donations that day as our sanctuary turns once again into a 
thrift shop.   We will need volunteers to set up tables and remove the 
chairs. 

During the week of the 9th we will have work times each day 5-7 for 
accepting donations and sorting and pricing them.  Thursday June 13 
and Friday June 14 will be major work days.  Many hands will be need-
ed to help with all tasks and a sign-up sheet is posted on the bulletin 
board.

This event is a win-win-win, as we can give our unwanted items to 
UU (as tax-deductible donations), visitors get to visit our lovely space 
and leave with lots of good stuff, all leftover items go to the Resource 
and Crisis Center, and we all have fun doing it.

“Attic Treasures” Scheduled For June 15

The UUFGC Annual Meeting is scheduled for June 16. This is a great 
opportunity for all members to provide input into the Fellowship and to 
elect new officers and board members. It will be held following the Sun-
day service and lunch will be provided. Please mark your calendar now!

Book Sale: The UUBook Sale will be held on Saturday, May 11, from 9 am to noon. Books 
are $1.00 for hardbacks and $0.50 for paperbacks. Children’s books are $0.50 for hardbacks, 
and $0.25 for paperbacks.

Book Club:  Will meet Wednesday, May 8 at 7 pm in the living room at theFellowship The 
book to be discussed is “Five Minutes Past Midnight in Bhopal” All are welcome to participate 
in this discussion.  The upcoming selections is “The Great Gatsby” (June 12).

Bowlers:  Are taking off the month of May to celebrate an overwhelmingly successful fund-
raiser for The Jesse Tree.

Supper Circle: Sign-up sheets for upcoming Supper Circles are now posted on the bulletin 
board in the entrance hall. There are two different Circles each month; please sign upfor only 
one per month. On the same bulletin board are also sign-up sheets for people who are willing 
to host a Circle in the upcoming months. The host provides the home for the supper, but is 
not responsible for preparing the main entrée.

“Spirituality of Poker:” will meet on, Sunday, May 19, at Roy DeGessero’s. There is a $20 
buy-in, games are Dealer‘s Choice. Newcomers are welcome and invited to participate. There 
may be a smaller group, as Alan, Billie, Stan, and Margaret will be away. 

But we’re sure you will carry on in our fine tradition! Might be able to play some ante games.

Newcomers’ Meeting: Sunday, May 12,  immediately following the service. All are wel-
come at this meeting; if you are curious about Unitarian Universalism in general, want to 
know more about this Fellowship, or are considering becoming a member.

Other Game Night: The Other Games Night has started upagain on the 3rd Sunday of 
the month. Please let Judy Glaister know if you would like to host a games night.

Online Advertising: We are proud to have an online presence inthe Galveston Daily 
News. You can link to our ad athttp://source.galvnews.com/index.lasso?da=profile&id=951

Annual Meeting Set For June 16



Alcoholics Anonymous Phoenix Group meets Sunday & Wednesday 
at 8pm. Contact Robert G. for information at 409-392-7005.

Adult Forum meets Sundays at 9am (except potluck days) to explore 
topics in religion, philosophy, history & politics. Contact Neil 
Huddleston at (409)744-2369.

Board of UUFGC meets the second Monday of each month at 5:30pm.

Book Club meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 7 pm at the 
Fellowship. Contact Fanny DeGesero if you have book suggestions.

Book Sale monthly on second Saturday, 9am-2pm, at the fellowship. 
All adult hardback books are $ 1.00, paperbacks, $ 0.50. Children’s 
hardback books are $ 0.50 and paperbacks are $ 0.25. Your book 
donations are tax-deductible, just ask for a receipt.

Course in Miracles Study Group meets every Monday at 11 am. 
Contact Laura Murrell for info: lauramurrell@att.net.

Dance Classes: Galveston Dance Club offers classes each Tuesday & 
Thursday a t 7 pm. Questions, visit www.galvestondanceclub.com or 
call Betty at 281-337-0441.

Fundraising Committee is now functining under the leadership of 
Claudia Maveety. Please contact her if you have ideas or would like 
to help out.

Meditation: Zen Island Fellowship meets every Monday at 5:30pm, 
Contact Cara Geary (gcara@comcast.net) or http://galvestonzen.org/

Potluck Lunch  happens on the last Sunday of each month following 
the service. Bring the dish of your choice, but if you can’t for some 
reason there always seems to be enough food.  Everyone is welcome.
Program/Worship Committee meets the first Wednesday of each 
month a t 6:00 pm, a t a location t o be determined each month. Join 

them or contact Mike Hennen if you have a program or speaker to 
suggest.

Provocative Film Series shows films with social import on the first 
Friday of each month. Admission is free.
“Spirituality of Poker” meets monthly on the third Sunday at a 
member’s home, generally at 6:30pm, 

There is a $20 buy-in, and is Dealer’s Choice (games depend on size of 
attendance, often we must play Texas Hold-Em or Omaha and we’ll be 
happy to teach you if you don’t know the games). Everyone is invited 
to participate. We generally bring snacks and beverages.

The Other Games Night: have begun again, and are also being held 
on the3rd Sunday of the month. Please let Judy Glaister know if you 
would like to host a games night or even participate.

Social Action Committe meets the first Sunday of each month after 
service and welcome s your ideas, energy and enthusiasm. This group 
plans our monthly Compassionate Collections, organizes the Empty 
Bowls process and event, and plans for our participation in Martin 
Luther King and Juneteenth parades.

Spirit Circle meets at 6 p m on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each 
month at the Fellowship. If you are interested in in finding out more 
about the Spirit Circle, please contact Gerry Carr.

Supper Circles: If you are thinking about the possibility of hosting a 
supper circle during 2013, contact Rick Altemose at 409-996-1882.

Newcomers’ Meeting meets the second Sunday of each month at 
11:45, immediately following the service. All are welcome at these 
meetings,if you are curious about Unitarian Universalism in general, 
want to know more about this Fellowship, or are considering becoming 
a member. Questions, contact Membership Chair Margaret Canavan.

Get Connected With UUFGC
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Have an open group meeting you’d like to list here? Let us know and we’ll add it.

Empty Bowl Event Earns More Than $16,500 For Jesse Tree
The 10th Annual Empty Bowl event 

to support the nutrition programs of 
the Jesse Tree was held on April 19 
at the Garten Verein. The weather 
was beautiful, the space beautifully 
decorated, and the bowls which our 
members made graced the tables. We 
provided 405 bowls from which tick-
et bearers could make their selection, 
plus many more at the silent auction! 
Preliminary figures suggest an af-
ter-expenses income tally of $16,553!

I am unsure of the numbers of at-
tendees, but the space was filled with 
talking, laughing people sampling an 
impressive array of 20 soups provid-
ed by 14 local restaurants and indi-
viduals. The Jesse Tree staff and our 
impressive number of volunteers (26) 
washed and positioned bowls on the 
tables, ladled soup, directed traffic, 
displayed and prepared desserts, an-
swered questions, and ran errands..

Bev and John Frannea and their 
merry band of bar flies stocked the 
bar and served drinks to thirst guests. 

Sandra Sullivan and her volunteers 
supervised the impressive array of 
desserts, and Bets Anderson and her 
team mounted a very impressive silent 
auction consisting of handmade bowls 
(what else?) and hand decorated tiles 
that make beautiful trivets. We had 
several large, impressive bowls paint-
ed and glazed by local artists (Sallie 
Anderson, Janet Hassinger, Gayle 
Reynolds, JoAnn Ware, Beth Thomas) 
which inspired spirited bidding com-
petition.

Our own Larry Janzen of the Gal-
veston Flower Company donated 14 
stunning live flower arrangements in 
some of our handmade bowls. They 
were a popular sale item at $20 apiece.

This fundraiser has grown, over the 
span of 10 years, into the signature 
fund raising event for the Jesse Tree. 
What started as a small gathering in 
our Fellowship Hall, with all soups 
and desserts provided and served by 
our own members, has moved over 
the years into larger and larger venues 

until its present setting in the beautiful 
historical Garten Verein. The popular-
ity and success of the event rests clear-
ly on the hand made bowls made by 
our members. To be able to offer a se-
lection of 400 bowls, each one individ-
ually designed and crafted, is possible 
because of the dedication and com-
mitment of the dozen or so people 
who come on Wednesday night, every 
week, to make and glaze these bowls 
(and to strengthen bonds of friend-
ship and community with laughter 
and conversation in the process).

At the last meeting of the UU Bowl-
ers on the Wednesday night before the 
event, John and Bev Frannea gave a 
party, with cake and champagne for 
the bowlers. The big surprise of the 
evening was the phenomenal ceram-
ic sculpture which now stands in our 
back patio by the foyer. John, who is 
an artist who uses creative combina-
tions of ceramics and LED lighting 
to make his creations, fashioned this 
sculpture from about 60 bowls which 

were inadvertently misfired in our 
kiln and could not then be glazed and 
used. Talk about making lemonade 
from lemons! John used those bowls 
as a tribute to me and to all of us who 
give our time and talent to express 
our commitment to social action in 
our community. Thank you, John, 
and thanks to all our Fellowship vol-
unteers who helped make this Empty 
Bowl event a success!

mailto:lauramurrell@att.net
http://galvestonzen.org/


Unitarian Universlist Fellowship of Galveston

Provocative Film Series

Friday, May 3, 7 pm
502Church Street, Galveston

FREE ADMISSION
Bring A Friend And A Snack To Share

Friday, May 3, 7 pm

FREE ADMISSION

There is a lot going on in “Farmageddon,” Kristin Canty’s 
anxiety-laden documentary about government oversight 
of our farming and food production. Part consumer-rights 
advocacy, part abuse-of-power exposé, the film dances 
between the two as if uncertain where to settle. But though 
neither thread is as fully developed as we might want, Ms. 
Canty’s main concern — that agribusiness is employing 
government agencies to harass small, independent farmers 
— comes through loud and clear.

Using the government crackdown on the sale of raw milk 
as a gateway to her larger argument, Ms. Canty produces 
distressing evidence of victimization and excessive force on 
the part of official agencies. Although food-related illness 
has so far been traced almost exclusively to the industrial 
food chain, federal and state enforcers seem more concerned 
with monitoring small organic farmers than large-scale 
livestock producers, genetically modified products (which 
do not require labeling) or the abuses of factory farming.

“Regulators are barking up the wrong tree,” the farmer 
Joel Salatin insists, while other interviewees see a 
“revolving door” between agribusiness and the United States 
Department of Agriculture. Surveillance film of armed raids 
on seemingly innocuous businesses — an Ohio food co-
op and a Mennonite farm in Pennsylvania — pumps up a 
paranoia that more searching interviews with government 
representatives might have diluted.Nonetheless, the film’s 
homespun quality (Ms. Canty, whose childlike voice 
provides intermittent narration, simply describes herself 
in the publicity notes as “the mom of four kids”) works in 
its favor, as does its maker’s agitated sincerity. Not content 
to cry over spilled raw milk, she has made a movie whose 
claims, if accurate, should give us all food for thought.



Tenth Annual 

Attic Treasures  
Sale 

 We’ve cleaned out our attics, so come find your treasure. 
A wondrous assortment, whatever your pleasure! 
We have CD’s & jewelry, and of course lots of books, 
Furniture and knick-knacks all worthy of looks. 
You’ll find ever-popular, clothing and toys 
For gentlemen, ladies, teens, girls and boys! 

Saturday June 15 
8am-1pm 

502 Church Street 

(behind Whataburger) Galveston 

Early Bird Sale & Reception  
Friday, June 14 

6-8 PM       $5 per person 

Benefiting Unitarian Universalist Fellowship  
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APRIL 2013
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

11am
Course in Miracles

5:30pm
Zen Meditiation

11am
Course in Miracles

5:30pm
Zen Meditiation

11am
Course in Miracles

5:30pm
Board Meeting

5:30pm
Zen Meditiation

11am
Course in Miracles

5:30pm
Zen Meditiation

6pm
Spirit Circle

7pm
Dance Lessons

6pm
Spirit Circle

7pm
Dance Lessons

6pm
Spirit Circle

7pm
Dance Lessons

6pm
Spirit Circle

7pm
Dance Lessons

6pm
Spirit Circle

7pm
Dance Lessons

5pm
 No Bowlers in May

6pm
Program Committee

at the Fellowship 

8pm
AA

5pm
 No Bowlers in May

7pm
Book Club 

8pm
AA

5pm
 No Bowlers in May

 

8pm
AA

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

5pm
 No Bowlers in May 

8pm
AA

7pm
Dance Lessons

7pm
Dance Lessons

7pm
Dance Lessons

7pm
Dance Lessons

7pm
Provoctive Film
Farmageddon

9am - Noon
Book Sale

9am Adult Forum 

10:30am  Mike Hennen,
“Service is its gift”  

Children/Youth Religious
Education

8pm
AA Phoenix

9am Adult Forum

10:30pm Wendy 
Ramirez “Life out of 
the Shadows”

Children/Youth Religious
Education

Poker at Roy Degessero’s

8pm - AA Phoenix

POTLUCK
10:30pm Amanda 
Prather, 
”How May I Help You?”

Children/Youth Religious
Education
8pm -- AA Phoenix

9am Adult Forum

10:30am Ellie Hanley, 
“Unexpected Bravery”

Children/Youth Religious
Education

11:45am Newcomers Meeting 

8pm  AA Phoenix
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MAY 2013

 19 20 21 22 23 24 25

11am
Course in Miracles

5:30pm
Zen Meditiation

 26 27 28 29 30 31

5pm
 No Bowlers in May 

8pm
AA

7pm
Dance Lessons

Diane Olsen 5/1
Sandra López 5/1
J. T. “Red” Henry 5/7
Joan Patteson 5/10
Cheryl Henry 5/15
Mary Hodgson 5/16

John Frannea 5/17
Stephanie Narron 5/27

All activities are at the Fellowship unless othersise noted.

Happy Birthday To:   1 2 3 4
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