
The theme for our February services is “Love.” Each Sunday we recite in our Affirmation the words, “Love is the 
spirit of this church . . ..” This most-important human emotion is the foundation for Unitarian Universalism and 

for other religious groups. Join us in February as we focus on love. 

 

FEBRUARY 2:  Ken Vincent, "Omar Khayyam, Sufi Universalist" 
Omar Khayyam's RUBAIYAT is the 3rd-most-published book in the world, after the Bible and the works of Shake-
speare. Most people do not realize that the poem is about theology. Omar was a mystic and a lover of God. Dr. Ken 
R. Vincent is a writer and religious experience researcher who is retired from teaching psychology at Houston Com-
munity College. Ken has over 150 publications in the areas of psychology and religion. 

BMOD: John Vanderpool Facilitator: Mike Hennen 
Greeter/Concierge: Bets Anderson/Beverly Vanderpool Music: TBA/Pam Vincent  

 

FEBRUARY 9:  Susan Vaughan, “Nurtured by Love“ 

Japanese educator, Shinichi Suzuki, is best known for his philosophies of instruction, especially with very young chil-
dren. “Where love is deep, much will be accomplished,” is at the core of his approach. Suzuki believed that, 
“Everyone has a sprout of talent. Developing that sprout into a wonderful ability depends on how it is cultivated.” 
This applies to all of life, not only to the teaching of music.  Susan Vaughan earned her Ph.D. and MBA from the Uni-
versity of Minnesota, and also holds masters degrees in piano performance, music education, and art education. She 
was a community college art and music teacher and served as director of state arts programs in Minnesota for nearly 
two decades. In Texas, she taught elementary and secondary music in area schools and served as secondary fine arts 
manager of Houston ISD.  After a decade supportingthe GIAA teaching and concert series, Susan now teaches piano 
at The Piano Studio, which focuses instruction on the Suzuki approach to piano. She is a member of this Fellowship. 

BMOD: Martha Terrill  Facilitator: Mike Hennen 
Greeter/Concierge: Claudia Maveety/Beverly Vanderpool Music: Margaret Canavan  
 

FEBRUARY 16:  Rev. Daniel O’Connell, “Love“ 

BMOD: Al Smith     Facilitator: Rick Altemose 
Greeter/Concierge: Judy Glaister   Music: Tony DiNuzzo  

 

FEBRUARY 23—Rev. Bruce Beisner “Stuck Together With God’s Glue”           

Our Unitarian Universalist principles affirm and promote “respect for the interdependent web of all existence of 
which we are a part.” To me, this principle is foundational to our liberal faith perspective. Along my spiritual journey, 
I have come to believe that we are deeply connected to every person and living thing, even if we don’t always realize 
it. How might envisioning God as the glue that binds all existence together be a way to encounter the sacred more 
fully in our daily lives? How might such an idea help us make sense of the brokenness and unity of our experience 
and hold us together when we fall apart? Rev. Beisner serves as Minister of Bay Area Unitarian Universalist Church in 
Clear Lake. He is a graduate of Meadville Lombard Theological School in Chicago and was ordained into the Unitarian 
Universalist ministry in June of 2012. Prior to coming to the Houston area in the summer of 2012, Bruce served sev-
eral UU churches in southwest Ohio. He and his husband, Jim, are the proud parents of a Basset Hound named Daisy.  

BMOD: Cheryl Henry Facilitator: John Vanderpool 
Greeter/Concierge: Beverly Vanderpool Music: Bunny DiNuzzo 
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We welcome the full range of human diversity, that is, age, race, gender, sexual orientation, and ethnicity.  

Love is the spirit of this church, and services is its gift.  This is  our great covenant:  

To dwell together in peace, to see k the truth in love, and to help one another. 



 

 * * *Book Sale* * * 

Fanny DeGesero has for a long time chaired the book sales that 
occur each month, on the second Saturday.  Not only does the 
sale promote literacy, but often people who come, ask about 
the what UU is and our services.   

If you haven’t browsed recently take the time to walk through 
the shelves and tables of books. Pretty hard to resist the bar-
gain prices of $1 for hardbound and 50¢ for paperbacks.  The 
next book sale is Saturday, February 8, 9-2.  Volunteer help is 
always appreciated. 

UUFGC usually participates in the MLK parade and we hand out 
children’s books which we receive from the Rosenberg Library. 
Because we did not march this year, we donated the five boxes 
of books we would have handed out to KIPP Coastal Academy. 

* * *Book Club* * * 
...meets the second Wednesday of each month.at 7 PM and is 
open to all. At the February 12 meeting we will host the Galves-
ton Reads discussion of The Warmth of Other Suns, led by our 
own Mary Case, who is also a trained facilitator from that 
group. Get a free copy at the library! Even if you haven’t read 
it, come to discussion of this engaging, fascinating, eye-opening 
and often heartbreaking book. Our own Alan Griffin will facili-
tate the discussion of the related documentary film Goin' to 
Chicago on Thursday, March 20th, 7 pm at the Galveston Col-
lege Student Center on 39th & Avenue Q. See  http://
galvestonreads.org/events/events.htm for other opportunities 
to explore this book’s compelling story of modern migration 

Join us March 12 for a Scary Book Dis-

cussion 

The March UU book club features Frankenstein, 
the horror classic by Mary Shelley. 

It's been almost 100 years since an 18-year-old 
woman penned this tale of science gone amok, as 
eccentric scientist Victor Frankenstein creates a 
grotesque creature in an unorthodox scientific ex-
periment.   

The story’s origin came during the rainy summer of 
1816, the "year without a summer", when the 
world was locked in a long cold volcanic winter 
caused by the eruption of Mount Tambora in 1815. 
Mary Godwin, Percy Shelley (her future husband), 
Lord Byron, and John Polidori  were stuck indoors 
by the cold and dreary weather and devised a 
competition to see who could write the best hor-
ror story. Mary's came to her in a dream about a 
scientist who created life and was horrified by 
what he had made. Publication in 1818 credited 
"anonymous" as the author, and Mary was not 
identified until 1822.  

Early reviews of the work were mixed, with some 
condemning it because of the author's gender. The 
book has been influential in literature and popular 
culture and spawned a complete genre of horror 
stories, films, and plays. Frankenstein is widely 
available in libraries and from used book sellers, 
and is almost free for your electronic reader.  

Join us on February 12 at 7pm, with  a beverage 
and snack to share if you wish. Margaret Canavan 
will attempt to herd the cats and lead what will 
certainly be a spirited discussion. She thanks Wik-
ipedia for the information in this article. 

2014 U p c o m i n g  B o o k  S e l e c t i o n s  

Feb  12 The Warmth of Other Suns by Isabel Wilkerson 

Mar  12 Frankenstein by Mary Shelley 

Apr  9 The View from Castle Rock By Alice Munro 

May  14 
The Favored Daughter by Fawzia Koofi & Nadene 

Ghouri 

June 11 The Testament of Mary by Colm Toibin 

July  9 Bird Cloud by Annie Proulx 

Aug  13 Palisades Park  by Alan Brennert 

Sept 10 Team of Rivals by Doris Kearns Goodwin 

Oct  8 A Confederacy of Dunces   by John Kennedy Toole 

Nov  12 The Sandcastle Girls by Chris Bohjalian 

Dec  10 The Boy in the Suitcase by Lene Kaaberbol 

*  *  *  * B o o k s  B o o k s  B o o k s *  *  *  *  R e a d  a l l  a b o u t  i t *  *  *  *  

Lord! when you sell a [person] a 

book you don't sell just twelve ounces 

of paper and ink and glue - you sell ... 

a whole new life.  Love and friend-

ship and humour and ships at sea by 

night - there's all heaven and earth in 

a book, a real book.~Christopher Morley 

Books can be dangerous.  The best ones 

should be labeled "“This could change 

your life."  ~Helen Exley 

http://galvestonreads.org/events/events.htm
http://galvestonreads.org/events/events.htm


Themes For Services in 2014 

 

January -- HOPE 
February -- LOVE 
March -- SERVICE 
April -- GENEROSITY 
May -- NATURE 
June -- FAITH  
July -- JUSTICE  
August -- SEEKING 
September -- INSPIRATION 
October -- SPIRITUAL PRACTICE 
November -- GRATITUDE;  
December -- PEACE  

2013 - 2014 Leadership of UUFGC 
Board of Directors 

President Susan Persons 

Past President Cheryl Henry 

President-elect John Vanderpool 

Treasurer Stan Blazyk 

Secretary Judy Glaister 

At-large members Al Smith 

 Martha Terrill 

 Steve Townley 

Committees and Task Forces 

Caring Claudia Maveety/Carol Lobb 

Communications Madeleine Baker 

Landscape John Hunger 

Membership Margaret Canavan 

Program/Worship Mike Hennen 

Religious Education Neil Huddleston 

Supper Circles Rick Altemose 

Social Action Mary Hodgson 

Administrative Team 

Bets Anderson, Carey Battle, Margaret Canavan, 
Mary Case, Judy Glaister, Carol Lobb, and 
Claudia Maveety,  

Newsletter Editor Mary Case 

Webmaster Neil Huddleston 

Kiva and UUFGC  

You have probably heard of the concept of microfinance, 
which is a way of providing financial services to entrepre-
neurs and small businesses lacking access to banking and 
related services. In developing countries people in need 
often do not quality for conventional loans. A good descrip-
tion of this is at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Microfinance.   

KIVA is a non-profit organization with a mission to connect 
people through lending to alleviate poverty. Leveraging the 
internet and a worldwide network of microfinance institu-
tions, Kiva lets individuals lend as little as $25 to help create 
opportunity around the world. Since Kiva was founded in 
2005 there have been 1,037,266 Kiva lenders providing 
$515,204,975 in loans with a 99.02% Repayment rate. KIVA 
works with 237 Field Partners and 450 volunteers around 
the world in 73 different countries. 

Since joining Kiva in March 2007 UUFGC has used a 
“revolving loan fund” of $1,299 to make 275 loans totaling 
$8,025. We make loans as we receive donations and re-
lend as existing loans are repaid, and currently have 
$763.66 out in loans to entrepreneurs all over the world. 
We are occasionally able to make loans in our own region. 
We have also made donations to support KIVA’s activities. 
All our lending funds have been donated for this purpose by 
our members and friends. You can see our portfolio at 
http://www.kiva.org/lender/unitarianuniversali3384. We 
are part of a UU "lending team" which has 765 members 
who have made 16,846 loans totaling $558,125.  

New donations are always welcome! Margaret Canavan 
manages our Kiva activity and she welcomes feedback from 
you. If this concept inspires you, consider starting your own 
Kiva lending portfolio. It is easy and satisfying to help peo-
ple around the world, by donating what is a small amount 
to us, but makes a huge difference to those in developing 
countries.  

“ A t t i c  T r e a s u r e s ”  S a l e  

P l a n n i n g  B e g i n s  S o o n  

Each year around this time we begin planning for the 
annual fundraiser we do for UU Galveston, the “Attic 
Treasures” sale. This year marks our 11th sale. Over the 
years we have brought in approximately $25,000 to sup-
port our activities.  

If you like to help organize such things, your energy is 
needed! Contact any member of the A-Team and make 
your interest known! 

A date will be set very soon, most likely in early June. 
We traditionally have the public sale on a Saturday 

morning, with an “Early Bird” reception and 
sale the evening before with an entry fee for 
those wanting first dibs on the great treas-
ures and bargains. 

Everyone has a role in making this event a 
success. As you clean your attics, closets and 
garages with the arrival of spring, set aside 
the things you would like to donate to the 
sale.  

We will need “all hands” to help out during 
the week for setup, for the sale itself, and for cleanup 
afterward. Details will be forthcoming soon! 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Microfinance
http://www.kiva.org/lender/unitarianuniversali3384




 

Alcoholics Anonymous Phoenix Group: meets Sunday 
& Wednesday at 8pm. Contact Robert G. for infor-
mation at 409-392-7005. For information about Alco-
holics Anonymous in your community, schools, 
churches, law enforcement training and judicial sys-
tem call the Public Information Committee hotline.  In 

Galveston County call 409-877-1674.  . 

Adult Forum: Sundays at 9am (except potluck days) to 
explore topics in religion, philosophy, history & poli-

tics. Contact Neil Huddleston at (409)744-2369. 

Board of UUFGC: meets the second Monday of each 

month at 5:30pm. 

Book Club: meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 
7 pm at the Fellowship. Contact Fanny DeGesero if 

you have book suggestions. 

Book Sale: monthly on second Saturday, 9am-2pm, at 
the fellowship. All adult hardback books are $1, pa-
perbacks, 50¢. Your book donations are tax-
deductible, just ask for a receipt. Books can be pur-
chased anytime on the "honor system";  a payment 

piggybank is available.  

“Bowlers”: This group meets weekly to create pottery 
bowls for the annual fundraiser for Jesse Tree, a local 
social service organization.  Those with experience 
meet on Wednesday 5-7; there is also a group for 
new folks on Thursdays 5-7, but do check with Made-
leine Baker (madbaker3124@gmail.com)  to be sure 

they are meeting. 

Course in Miracles Study Group: meets every Monday 
at 11 am. Contact Laura Murrell for info: lauramur-

rell@att.net. 

Dance Classes: Galveston Dance Club offers classes 
each Tuesday & Thursday a t 7 pm. Questions, call 
Betty at 281-337-0441 or visit 

www.galvestondanceclub.com. 

Fundraising Committee: is now under the leadership of 
Claudia Maveety. Please contact her if you have ide-

as or would like to help out. 

 

Meditation: Zen Island Fellowship meets every Monday 
at 5:30pm for meditation.  Contact Cara Geary 

(gcara@comcast.net) or http://galvestonzen.org/ 

Potluck Lunch: happens on the last Sunday of each 
month following the service. Bring the dish of your 
choice, but if you can’t for some reason there always 

seems to be enough food.  Everyone is welcome. 

Program/Worship Committee: meets the first Wednes-
day of each month at 6:00 pm, a t a location to be 
determined each month. Join them or contact Mike 

Hennen if you have a program or speaker to suggest. 

Provocative Film Series: shows films with social import 

on the first Friday of each month. Admission is free. 

“Spirituality of Poker”: meets monthly on the third 
Sunday at a member’s home, generally at 6:30pm. 
There is a $20 buy-in, and is Dealer’s Choice (games 
depend on size of attendance, often we must play 
Texas Hold-Em or Omaha and we’ll be happy to 
teach you if you don’t know the games). Everyone is 
invited to participate. We generally bring snacks and 

beverages. 

Social Action Committee: meets the first Sunday of 
each month after service and welcomes your ideas, 
energy and enthusiasm. This group plans our month-
ly Compassionate Collections, organizes the Empty 
Bowls process and event, and plans for our participa-

tion in Martin Luther King and Juneteenth parades. 

Supper Circles: If you are thinking about the possibility 
of hosting a supper circle during 2013, contact Rick 

Altemose at 409-996-1882. 

Newcomers’ Meeting: meets the second Sunday of 
each month at 11:45, immediately following the ser-
vice. All are welcome at these meetings, if you are 
curious about Unitarian Universalism in general, want 
to know more about this Fellowship, or are consider-
ing becoming a member. Questions, contact Mem-

bership Chair Margaret Canavan. 

 

How to Get Connected at UU Galveston  

Have an open group meeting you’d like to list here? Let us 

know and we’ll add it! 



Happy Birthday to  
Andrea Hodgson 2/1 Marilyn Schultz 2/1 

Alison Rutledge 2/5 Dorothy Treviño 2/9 

Judy Glaister 2/11 Ana Rivera 2/15 

Kathleen DiNatale 2/16 Shirley VanBuskirk 2/20 

Ilse Benard 2/23 Kay Schiller 2/25 

 

FEBRuary 2014 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wedesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      

 

1 

2 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30 Ken Vincent, 

"Omar Khayyam, Sufi 

Universalist" Chil-

dren’s Religious Ed 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

3 
11am Course in 

Miracles 

5:30pm Zen 

Meditation 

4 
7pm Dance 

Lessons 

5 
5pm Bowlers 

8pm  AA  

Phoenix 

Group 

6 
5pm-Bowlers 

7pm Dance 

Lessons 

7 

7pm Provoca-

tive Film  

8 

9am -2pm 

Book Sale 

9 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30 Susan Vaughan, 

“Nurtured by Love“; 

Children’s Religious 

Education 

12 n “Newcomers” 

meeting 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

10 
11am Course in 

Miracles 

5:15pm Board 

Meeting 

5:30pm Zen 

Meditation 

11 
7pm Dance 

Lessons 

12 
5pm Bowlers 

7pm  Book 

Club dis-

cussing The 

Warmth of 

Other Suns 

8pm  AA  

Phoenix 

13 
5pm-Bowlers 

7pm Dance 

Lessons 

14 

 

15 

 

16 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30 Rev. Daniel 

O’Connell, “Love” ;  

Children’s Religious 

Education 

6:30 Poker @ Townley’s 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

17 
11am Course in 

Miracles 

5:30pm Zen 

Meditation 

18 
7pm Dance 

Lessons 

19 
5pm Bowlers 

8pm  AA  

Phoenix 

Group 

20 
5pm-Bowlers 

7pm Dance 

Lessons 

21 

 

22    

 

23 

 
10:30 Rev. Bruce 

Beisner, “Stuck To-

gether With God’s 

Glue”; Children’s Reli-

gious Education 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

24 
11am Course in 

Miracles 

5:30pm Zen 

Meditation 

25 
7pm Dance 

Lessons 

26 
5pm Bowlers 

8pm  AA  

Phoenix 

Group 

27 
5pm-Bowlers 

7pm Dance 

Lessons 

28  

Newsletter Items Due 

Potluck Today 

Happy Mardi 

Gras! 

at UU Galveston 

“Love” 


