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Our theme for April is Generosity.  
The first of the Six Perfections, generosity was known to the early Mahayana Buddhists as  
“The Spirit of Awakening” — awakening to our true nature, which is goodness and virtue. 

 Generosity takes many forms:  material giving, being of service, being more patient, and being 
present to our condition without judgment or expectation. The act of giving something away is a 

tangible way of acknowledging the gifts we have been given.   
Join us this month as we explore the deeper meaning and benefits of generosity. 

  

April 5: Ted Hanley, “Generosity Through Works of Mercy” 
The Jesse Tree is a faith-based, non-profit organization that connects people with the health care, health educa-
tion, social services, and ministerial resources they need to rebuild their lives and uplift their spirits.  Ted Hanley, 
founder and director, will speak to us on the importance of nurturing a generosity of spirit in our daily lives. Ted 
moved to Galveston in 1985 and founded Our Daily Bread, which he operated for ten years.  In 1995, he estab-
lished The Jesse Tree and has continued to direct its activities for over 20 years. 
Greeter: Fanny DeGesero               BMOD: Steve Townley           Facilitator: Cheryl Henry              Music: Bruce Mauzy. 

April  12: Howard Brody M.D., Ph.D.  “"Generosity in Medicine, Part of the Time" 
In addition to his work in family practice he has studied, written and spoken publicly about  issues in ethics.  He 
was Director of the Center for Ethics and Humanities from 1985 to 2000 when he returned to Michigan State 
University where he had previously been awarded his medical degree.  Most recently he has been Director of 
the Institute for the Medical Humanities and John P. McGovern Centennial Chair in Family Medicine, at UTMB.   
He is a distinguished scholar and has written several books as well as 125 peer reviewed articles on medical eth-
ics, family medicine, and the philosophy of medicine.    
Greeter: Sue Minello                              BMOD/Facilitator: Mary Case                                           Music: Margaret Canavan 

April 19:  Mary Case “Generosity with our Fellowship” 
This Sunday is also known as Pledge Sunday. We’ll consider the role the Fellowship plays in our lives. Mary is 
President-Elect. She grew up in Minnesota and raised her family in Nebraska and got to Texas as soon as she 
could, as they say. Her career included positions in industry, education as well as social services. 
Greeter:  Madeleine Baker                BMOD: Al Smith                             Music: Idalia Avezuela & the UU String Band 

April 26:  Alison Rutledge, Ph.D.  “Giving we Receive, Grasping we Lose; the Paradox of Generosity ” 
INGATHERING OF NEWS MEMBERS today, and POTLUCK following the service 
In 2009 a $5 million-dollar grant was awarded to start The Generosity Initiative, with grants funded at many 
locations to study aspects of this virtue. Numerous writings have resulted. The focus today is on what we know 
about people who give, specifically who give money to charity, and the extent to which generosity can or should 
become part of our spiritual practice. Alison is a member of the Fellowship, a psychologist and a scholar.  With-
out fail her presentations are stimulating and thought provoking. 
Greeter: Wendy Baker                                             BMOD: Stan Blazyk                                       Music:  Margaret Canavan 

UU Galvest   n Gazette 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Galveston County                                 April 2015  

502 Church Street, Galveston, Texas 77550-5502                   409.765 8330   Online at uugalveston.org 

We welcome the full  range of human diversity, that is, age, race, gender, sexual orientation, and ethnicity .  

Love is the spirit of this church, and service is its gift.  This is  our great covenant:  

To dwell together in peace, to see k the truth in love, and to help one another. 
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2014 - 2015 
Leadership of UUFGC 

Board of Directors 

President John Vanderpool 
President-elect Mary Case 
Treasurer Stan Blazyk 
Secretary Judy Glaister 
At-large members Al Smith 
 Steve Townley 
 

            Sandra Sullivan 
                      Tom Delgado 
 

Committees and Task Forces 

Caring Carol Lobb/Mitch Philpot 
Communications Madeleine Baker 
Landscape Al Smith 
Membership Cheryl Henry 
Program/Worship Mary Case 
Religious Education Neil Huddleston 
Supper Circles Mary Ann Fore 
Social Action Bets Anderson 

 
 

Administration 

Administrator Betty Winters 
Newsletter Editor Carey Battle 
Webmaster   Neil Huddleston 
“C-Team”:                             Bets Anderson  
                           Carey Battle 
          Margaret Canavan 
                                            Mary Case 
        Judy Glaister 
                                         Cheryl Henry 
                                          Carol Lobb 

A Message from the President 

Don't Miss It! 

Based on my attending our most recent service at the fellowship--
which included, among other things, Dr. Jim Goodwin giving a 
most educational and exhilarating talk about, well, 'Developmental 
Phases' (which all of us could relate to), our lively musical crew 
playing 'Three Blind Mice' during our offering (no less), priceless 
interchanges (before, during and after the service) regarding our 
successful Attic Sale (I got punched-out [happily, I must say] by 
certain people I won't name for NOT attending that sale), and a 
most lively and wonderful group of folks/family to interact with, 
both before and after the service--I can't help writing this article 
this month. 

For most of us it is too easy to think, "I think I'll skip this next ser-
vice at the Fellowship.  I'm feeling tired and I've got so much to do.  
Besides, I don't know who the speaker will be, what the music will 
be like, who will be there...."  And, of course, on and on it goes.... 

Most of us ALSO say, once we attend a good service, "Am I SO 
glad I came today!  Wouldn't have missed it for the world!" 

I admit I'm still high on 'Three Blind Mice' (and Margaret Canav-
an's wicked smile when she played it), Dr. Goodwin's thoughtful 
talk, and Larry Janzen STEALING that Panama hat I bought from 
leftovers from the Attic Sale (Well, truth be told, Larry tripled the 
price I paid for the hat which was 5 bucks from me and 15 bucks 
from him.  Whew, we're talking BIG BUCKS!) 

Anyway, you catch my drift.  When we miss a service/services at 
our Fellowship, we could well be overlooking four leaf clovers and/
or diamonds in the rough.  And that's not counting a wonderful 
chance to be with friends and NOT letting the good things in life go 
right past us. 

Blessings to all of you, 

John Vanderpool 

Perhaps some of you have been involved in financial 
campaigns in other places that have been tireless and 
exhausting.  All kinds of problems come to mind, for ex-
ample when expenses exceed income, or there are end-
of-year surprises, dipping into reserves, and building 
funds. Someone had to make personal visits and phone 
calls and talks of tithing echoed in the pews. 

Aren’t we fortunate?  We have a fellowship of generous 
donors and we are careful about our spending. I like to 
think that the giving in our fellowship is a sign of the val-
ue of the services we provide.   

April is pledge month. On the 19th I will deliver a service 
about what this Fellowship means to me and to us.  At 
that service we will have pledge packets and will hand 
them out to members who attend service.  The packet 

will contain a letter, information about the budget from 
our Treasurer and a giving guide and a pledge card for 
you to complete and return. For members who are una-
ble to attend of course, we will mail the remaining pack-
ets. 

Something new that will impact our budget is that we 
have arranged for Reverend Bob Tucker to speak once 
each month beginning in May, which means we may be 
able to schedule more than one minister a month.  This 
will require additional funds of course and the 2015 – 
2016 budget will reflect this program change.  

We have plans to make your spiritual experience better 
and better and we are counting on your continued sup-
port.   

Mary Case, President Elect 

A p r i l  1 9 t h  i s  P l e d g e  S u n d a y   
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Update on our KIVA Loans 
Loan repayments to our Kiva microfinance account have 
made it possible for us make 11 news loans! We are up 
to 319 loans for a total of $9,150 lent over eight years.  

This “revolving fund” is donations from our members and 
friends and we re-lend when money is repaid. Micro-
finance is a way of providing financial services to entre-
preneurs and small businesses lacking access to banking 
and related services. In developing countries people in 
need often do not quality for conventional loans.  See 
what we’ve done at 
http://www.kiva.org/lender/unitarianuniversali3384.  

Kiva is a well-respected microfinance organization with 
the highest rating given by Charity Navigator.org.  We are 
part of a UU "lending team" of 830 members with 20,130 
loans totaling $661,675. Donations and suggestions are 
always welcome, check with Margaret Canavan. 

April Compassionate Collection Benefits Galveston Diaper Bank 
The disposable diaper need is a silent crisis in the United States. Diapers are a basic need for babies, as essential to their health 
and well-being as food and shelter. Yet nearly 1 in 3 families in America struggle to afford diapers. Food Stamps cannot be used 
for diapers. Childcare Centers require parents to provide a day's supply of diapers. Babies whose parents cannot afford diapers 
are turned away from childcare, and thus a parent is unable to work. Lack of diaper access can lead to stress in the home, which 
often leads to child abuse and neglect. The Galveston Diaper Bank partners with The Incredible Years Parenting Class held at 
venues in Galveston, offering diapers to parents who participate in the class. Please donate disposable diapers or dollars at our 
April 5th service. See https://www.facebook.com/thegalvestondiaperbank 

Social Action Committee Takes Action 
Providing clothes for women of ADA House, supporting the abo-
lition of plastic bags, standing up for affordable housing in Gal-
veston, promoting our congregation as “welcoming,” providing 
generous donations for local non-profit organizations, making 
organic fair-trade coffee and tea available to our membership, 
promoting recycling efforts of the fellowship, and participating 
in community events to promote unity. These are some of the 
efforts of the UU Social Action Committee. 

Would you like to be part of the “action”? Please join us for our 
quarterly meeting on April 5 immediately following the regular 
Sunday service. Come with your ideas for strengthening our 
efforts in social action. Come with your ideas for compassionate 
collection recipients for the coming year. Come and join like-
minded members in living up to our motto, “Deeds, not creeds.” 

Questions? Suggestions? Contact Bets Anderson at 
betsander@gmail.com 

The Empty Bowl event is coming up on 
Friday evening, April 17 from 6-9pm at 
the Garten Verein. This great event is a 
fundraiser for the nutrition programs of 
the Jesse Tree, a local social service 
agency. Local restauranteurs provide a 
wonderful variety of soups, volunteers 
bring bread and desserts, and there are 
plenty of beverages (adult and other-
wise) served by our UU bartenders. 
Attendees can enjoy food and drink as 
they like, by choosing their favorite 
handmade ceramic bowl for soups. And 
the bowl is theirs to take home! 

The bowls are where our Fellowship 

comes in. We sponsor this event because 
we make ceramic bowls, by hand, right 
here at UU. A dedicated group of volun-
teers spends from 5-7 pm every Wednes-
day evening all year long, making and 
decorating 300-400 bowls which are 
used at the event. These volunteers also 
have a lot of fun socializing in the pro-
cess!  We have an electric kiln in which 
we fire the bowls.  

The event was not originally so large or 
so organized.  When we started 12+ 
years ago, UU folks made our own soup 
and held the event at the Fellowship. It 
grew and grew until 25 crockpots of soup 

blew out the electrical circuits and we 
had to find bigger venues.  

Garten Verein, the historic German danc-
ing pavilion at 27th and Avenue O, is per-
fect for the event. It houses the fabulous 
soup selections all around the walls and 
plenty of tables in the middle. We have a 
great silent auction and a well stocked 
bar, and we invite everyone to come!  All 
money raised is for a worthy cause! Tick-
ets can be purchased online at 
http://jessetree.net/events/empty-bowl-
2015.asp  for $45 now and $50 at the 
door. You can also ask any UU “bowler”! 

“ D e e d s  N o t  C r e e d s ”  

I t ’ s  E m p t y  B o w l  T i m e  A g a i n - - A p r i l  1 7  

http://www.kiva.org/lender/unitarianuniversali3384
https://www.facebook.com/thegalvestondiaperbank
http://jessetree.net/events/empty-bowl-2015.asp
http://jessetree.net/events/empty-bowl-2015.asp
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UU Book Club News  

UU Book Club is open to all who love to read. We meet 
at 7pm on the second Wednesday of each month, at 
the Fellowship, and bring snacks and beverages to 
share.  

Up for discussion on April 8 is The Visit, a short play by 
Friedrich Duerenmatt. You still have plenty of time to 
read this one and join the conversation. You might be 
able to borrow a copy from one of the Book Club regu-
lars. 

Here is a list of books for the remainder of the year: 

May 13  Freeman by Leonard Pitts 
 This will be a Galveston Reads event as well 
June 10  Fifty Russian Winters  by Margaret Wettlin 
July 8  The Name of the Rose by Umberto Eco 
August 12  The Boys in the Boat by Daniel James 
Brown 
September 9  The Lost City of Z by David Grann 
October 14  Leaving Time by Jodi Piccoult 
November 11  Wild by Cheryl Strayed 
December 9 Big Little Lies by Liane Moriarty 

Questions,? Contact Fanny DeGesero or email ad-
ministrator@uugalveston.org .  

  Themes for 2015 Services 

May Respect for the Interconnected Web of All Existence 
June Faith 

July The Inherent Worth & Dignity of Every Person 

August Hospitality 

September Inspiration 

October Spiritual Practice 
November Gratitude 
December World Community with Peace, Liberty and Justice for All 

Another Successful Attic 

Treasures Sale 
All our hard work paid off, liter-
ally, when the sale netted just over $2,000 after expenses. 
This is a month’s mortgage payment for UU! Friday was fun 
as usual, and Saturday was busy despite the rainy weather. 

Resource and Crisis Center folks came came and collected 
our leftovers. Ten percent of our income ($200) has been 
donated to TCC, and the remaining “Boutique” clothing 
was given to ADA House for the women there seeking a 
new life. 

Thanks to EVERYONE who helped make this a big success. 
Special thanks to Scott and Holly of the Antique Warehouse 
for their unique donations, and to Karen Brandt and Mar-
garet Doran for their expert help with pricing. Indeed, it 
takes a village! 

AND, it is never too soon to start planning for next year.... 
Do you have ideas that could make our sale better? Are 
you knowledgeable about collectibles, antique, jewelry, 
effective display of sale items? Do you love to organize 
clothing into outfits? Are you an electronics guru who 
could make sense of some of our donations? We need 

Maybe you like the speakers we’ve been having, but maybe you 
don’t. The Program Committee is responsible for every speaker, so 
we need to know your opinion and would really appreciate any sug-
gestions you have  We can’t please everyone all the time; neverthe-
less, we want to hear what you think.   

I am the Chair of the Committee and we meet once a month for 
about hour. We brainstorm about potential speakers. Some mem-
bers personally know or know of potential speakers and make invi-
tations. Other times they suggest ideas or names to pursue, and I 
take it from there.  In addition, we maintain guidelines about what 
the programs should contain and the order of service. We are al-
ways looking for ways to improve our Sunday Services.  

Committee membership is open to everyone and I would welcome 
all comers. Perhaps you have an idea for a theme, or a type of 
speaker. Or maybe you’ve heard someone speak and want to ask us 
to consider him/her. Please contact me or any member of the Com-
mittee.  Currently Sue Minello, Victoria Narkin, John Vanderpool, 
Dorothy Trevino, and Rick Altmose are members.   

Just like for a haircut, drop-ins are welcome. We meet the first 
Wednesday of the month at 6 PM. Our next meeting is April 1st, (no 
fooling). My contact information is in the UU directory, and I hope 
to hear from you.   

Mary Case 

What’s  your  Opinion of  our  Sunday Speakers?  
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Have you been thinking about becoming a member of 
the UU Fellowship?  Well, now is a perfect time to make 
that commitment!  

Why would you become a member?  It makes a differ-
ence to commit to being a Unitarian Universalist and a 
member of our Fellowship.  You will notice a difference 
in how you participate with this community of fellow 
seekers.  Your participation will be a benefit for you per-
sonally, as well as an immeasurable contribution to the 
fellowship and our community.  Being a member instead 
of a guest changes you.  

Goethe said it best:  

Until one is committed, there is hesitancy, the 
chance to draw back — concerning all acts of initia-
tive and creation. There is one elementary truth that 
ignorance of which kills countless ideas and splendid 
plans: that the moment one definitely commits one-
self, then Providence moves, too. All sorts of things 

occur to help one that would never otherwise have 
occurred. A whole stream of events issues from the 
decision, raising in one’s favor all manner of unfore-
seen incidents and meetings and material assis-
tance, which no man could have dreamed would 
have come his way.  

Whatever you can do, or dream you can do, begin it. 
Boldness has genius, power, and magic in it. Begin it 
now.  

On Sunday, April 26, we will have an Ingathering Cere-
mony for all who wish to join the Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship of Galveston County. Commit to being an 
active member then. Contact any of us, or administra-
tor@uugalveston.org. We will welcome you! 

The Membership Team  
Cheryl Henry  
Margaret Canavan  
Steve Townley  

W h y  B e c o m e  a  M e m b e r ?  

Sunday 
potluck 

Getting the 
bowls ready 
for the April 
17 Empty 
Bowl Evening   

“Sprituality 
of Poker” 
meeting 



 

Page 6 UU Galveston Gazette April 2015 

 

A Course in Miracles Study Group: meets every 
Monday at 11 am. This ongoing study group uses The 
Course in Miracles Workbook. Participants “check in”, 
read the Lesson for the Day aloud, and discuss 
the lesson. They often adjourn for lunch at a local 
restaurant. Newcomers are welcome. Contact 

Laura Murrell for info: lauramurrell@att.net.  

Adult Forum: Sundays at 9am (except on potluck 
days) to explore topics in religion, philosophy, his-
tory and politics. Contact Neil Huddleston at 
(409)744-2369. This group is open to all. 

Alcoholics Anonymous Phoenix Group: meets 
Sunday & Wednesday at 8pm. Contact Robert G. 
for information at  409-392-7005.  

Board of UUFGC: meets the second Monday of 
each month at 5:30pm. UU Members are welcome 
to attend. This meeting focuses on the details of 
ongoing management of the Fellowship.  If you 
have questions, contact Board President, John 
Vanderpool:  jvandy0@gmail.com. 

Book Club: meets the second Wednesday of each 
month at 7 pm at the Fellowship. This is a casual 
meeting that focuses on one book per month, se-
lected in advance by participants.  This event is 
open to all who enjoy reading and discussion.  

“Bowlers”: On vacation until summer. During the 
year this group meets each Wednesday from 5-
7pm to create pottery bowls for the annual fund-
raiser for Jesse Tree, a local social service organi-
zation. You do not need to be an experienced pot-
ter to participate, as others will coach you. Ques-
tions, contact Madeleine Baker 
(madbaker3124@gmail.com). 

C Team: is a group of volunteers who assist with 
the details of keeping the Fellowship functioning. 
Their monthly meetings are open to anyone who 
wishes to assist with that and ideas and energy 
are always welcome. “C” stands for many things, 
including communication, connection, caring, co-
ordination, etc. 

Caring Committee: is coordinated by Carol Lobb 
& Mitch Philpot, with the goal of identifying those 
who may need assistance, encouragement or sup-
port. Please help them to do this important work, 
by contacting them if you have ideas, information 
or wish to help:  caroljl425@yahoo.com  or 
mitchphilpot@sbcglobal.net. 

 

Games We Play: Meets monthly in a member’s 
home, usually on the same night as “Spirituality of 
Poker” but playing other games. Check the calen-
dar for date and venue. Everyone is invited to 
come play.  A variety of games are available, and 
refreshments are shared. This is a lively gathering 
with growing attendance. 

Newcomers’ Meeting: meets the second Sunday 
of each month following the service. All are wel-
come at these meetings who are curious about 
Unitarian Universalism in general, this Fellowship 
or becoming a member. Questions, contact Mem-
bership Chair Cheryl Henry at     chersanhen-
ry@comcast.net 

Potluck Lunch: happens on the last Sunday of 
each month following the service. This is always a 
fun “family gathering.” Bring the dish of your 
choice, but if you can’t for some reason, there al-
ways seems to be enough food.  All are welcome. 

Program/Worship Committee: meets the first 
Wednesday of each month at 6:00 pm, at the Fel-
lowship. As we are lay-led, all our Sunday ser-
vices must be planned either with visiting  speak-
ers or those within the Fellowship. Ideas are al-
ways welcome. Join them if you have a program 
or speaker to suggest, or contact Program Chair, 

Mary Case:  mcasetxtx@earthlink.net. 

“Spirituality of Poker”: meets monthly at a mem-
ber’s home, usually the third Sunday (but check 
the calendar) at 6:30pm. There is a $20 buy-in 
and is Dealer’s Choice. Games depend on the 
number of players and are often Texas Hold-em or 
Omaha. We will teach you if you do not know the 
games. Everyone is invited to participate. We 
share snacks and beverages.  

Social Action Committee: welcomes your ideas, 
energy and enthusiasm. This group plans our 
monthly Compassionate Collections, Provocative 
Films, organizes the Empty Bowls  creation and 
event and plans for our participation in Martin Lu-
ther King and Juneteenth parades. Check the cal-
endar for meeting dates. 

Supper Circles: These are monthly potluck dinners 
held in   members’ homes. Upcoming events are 
posted on the bulletin board in the foyer, and you 
may sign up to host or attend.  

Get Connected at UU Galveston!  

Have an open group meeting you’d like to list here? Let us know and we’ll add it! 
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Newsletter 
Items Due 

Please! 

April 2015 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wedesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
5pm Bowlers 

are “on vaca-

tion” until sum-

mer 

6 pm Program         

Committee 

8pm  AA    Phoe-

nix Group 

2 
 

3 

 

 

 

4 

 

5 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30: Ted Hanley, 

“Generosity Through Works 

of Mercy”; Children’s Reli-

gious Education 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

6 
11am Course 

in Miracles 

 
 

7 
 

8 
7pm  Book Club 

discusses The 

Visit  

8pm  AA       

Phoenix Group 

 

 

 

 

9 
 

10 
10am “C” 

Team  

11 

 

12 
10:30: Howard Brody M.D., 

Ph.D.  “"Generosity in Medi-

cine, Part of the Time"; Chil-

dren’s Religious Education 

12n “Newcomers” meeting;  

Social Action Cmte Meeting 

8pm: AA Phoenix Group 

13 
11am Course 

in Miracles 

5:15pm Board 

Meeting 

14 15 
8pm  AA     

Phoenix Group 

16 
 

17 
 

EMPTY 

BOWLS 

EVENING 
6-9pm 

Garten Verein 

 

18 

 

19 

10:30: Mary Case 

“Generosity with our Fellow-

ship”; Children’s Religious 

Education 

6:30pm: Poker @ TBA; Other 

Games @ TBA--watch for an-

nouncement! 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

20 
11am Course 

in Miracles 

21 22 
8pm  AA      

Phoenix Group 

23 24 25 

26 
10:30: Ingathering of New 

Members; Alison Rutledge, 

Ph.D.  “Giving we Receive, 

Grasping we Lose; the Par-

adox of Generosity ”; Chil-

dren’s Religious Education 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

27 
11am Course 

in Miracles 

28 29 30   

at UU Galveston 

Potluck Today 

Happy Birthday to  
Robert English 4/5 Holly Fortenberry 4/6 

Sandra Sullivan 4/11 Jerry Fryrear 4/12 

Bunny DiNuzzo  4/13 Mary Castor  4/14 

Carol Lobb 4/25 


