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May’s theme is the UU Seventh Principle: “Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are all a part." 
UU Minister Rev. Forrest Gilmore said, "Our seventh Principle may be our way of coming to fully embrace something greater 
than ourselves. The interdependent web--expressed as the spirit of life, the ground of all being, the oneness of all existence, 
the community-forming power, the process of life, the creative force, even God--can help us develop that social understand-

ing of ourselves that we & our culture so desperately need. It is a source of meaning to which we can dedicate our lives." 
There may be good reason to examine the case for respecting this principle as the first of our priorities. Please join us for our 

May programs as we explore the deeper meaning of our relationship to this interdependent web of existence. 

  

May 3: Rev. Bob Tucker, “How to Talk Religion” 
UUs, understandably, have discarded traditional religious language. However, because so much of today’s passionate public 
conversation includes that language, we have also truncated our legitimate voice. Between dismissal & acceptance of this 
language, there is another option. Dr.Tucker was Senior Minister of First Congregational Church in the Memorial Area of 
Houston for 28 years, Interim Minister of Houston’s First UU Church in Houston, & is past Executive Director of the Founda-
tion for Contemporary Theology. 

Greeter: Susan Persons  BMOD: John Vanderpool  Facilitator: Rick Altemose Music: .Margaret Canavan 

May 10: Rev. Joy Daley “Grandmother Spider, She Who Weaves” 
Joy offers this talk for Mother’s Day. She is a member of our fellowship, and a Minister ordained by the International Assembly of 
Spirit Healers and Earth Stewards. She facilitates Bodacious Bodywork, a compilation of modalities both physical and metaphysical 
including massage techniques, Reiki, Traeger, Shiatzu, reflexology, Polarity, cranio-sacral and muscle reintegration .She is a certified 
hypno-therapist and a facilitator for PSYCH-K, a simple and direct way to change self-limiting beliefs at the subconscious level of the 
mind. 

 Greeter: Paula Townley BMOD: Mary Case   Facilitator: Music:  Bruce Mauzy 

May 17:  Margaret Anderson “Ethical Inspirations” 
Some people assume that, because UUs are not required to subscribe to any set creed, we have no motivation to behave morally 
and ethically. Yet we all know many kind, caring, ethical and moral UUs. So, if it's not religious belief that inspires ethics and morality, 
what is it? Answering this question can help us become more effective in inspiring ethical behavior in ourselves and others.  A Har-
vard-trained negotiator, Margaret is also trained in general, family and church mediation. She trains groups in consensus-building, 
persuasion, negotiation and related communication skills and consults with their leaders to form stronger, more cohesive organiza-
tions. She teaches people to get what they need from others while building bridges, not burning them.  

Greeter :Judy Glaister  BMOD: Sandra Sullivan Facilitator: Carlos Price Music:  Idalia Avezuela 

May 24:  Peter Santschi, PhD., “Scientific and Meditative Inquiry into Nature and Mind.” 
Peter will bridge ecological and Buddhist insight, and discuss the realization of interconnectedness in the natural and human, 
inside and outside, realm. Dr. Santschi is a scientist, teacher, husband, and father. In 1975, he earned his PhD from the Uni-
versity of Bern, Zurich, and in 1984 became Privatdozent at the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology. He has held his current 
post, Professor of Oceanography and of Marine Sciences, at Texas A&M University since 1988. 

 Greeter: Cheryl Sanders Henry  BMOD: Judy Glaister   Facilitator: AJ Price Music:  Bruce Mauzy 

May 31:  Tom Parker, “Process Theology” 
Tom will explore the connection between Unitarian Universalism and Process Theology which stresses becoming over being, 
the journey rather than the destination, and the interconnection of all things. Tom has been a member of First UU 
Church/Copperfield since 1996 and has served on the worship, membership and building committees as well as Board secre-
tary. He is an actor, a part-time Speech instructor and works for the transportation department of Cypress-Fairbanks ISD.  

 Greeter: Martha Terrill  BMOD: Steve Townley   Facilitator: Cheryl Sanders Henry Music: Margaret Canavan 

UU Galvest   n Gazette 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Galveston County                                 May 2015  

502 Church Street, Galveston, Texas 77550-5502                   409.765 8330   Online at uugalveston.org 

We welcome the full  range of human diversity, that is, age, race, gender, sexual orientation, and ethnicity .  

Love is the spirit of this church, and service is its gift.  This is  our great covenant:  

To dwell together in peace, to see k the truth in love, and to help one another. 
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2014 - 2015 
Leadership of UUFGC 

Board of Directors 

President John Vanderpool 
President-elect Mary Case 
Treasurer Stan Blazyk 
Secretary Judy Glaister 
At-large members Al Smith 
 Steve Townley 
 

            Sandra Sullivan 
                      Tom Delgado 
 

Committees and Task Forces 

Caring Carol Lobb/Mitch Philpot 
Communications Madeleine Baker 
Landscape Al Smith 
Membership Cheryl Henry 
Program/Worship Mary Case 
Religious Education Neil Huddleston 
Supper Circles Mary Ann Fore 
Social Action Bets Anderson 

 
 

Administration 

Administrator Betty Winters 
Newsletter Editor   Help Wanted 
Webmaster   Neil Huddleston 
“C-Team”:                             Bets Anderson  
                           Carey Battle 
          Margaret Canavan 
                                            Mary Case 
        Judy Glaister 
                                         Cheryl Henry 
                                          Carol Lobb 

A Message from the President 

Days ago, during our last Board Meeting on 4/13/15, our Board dis-
cussed at least twelve different items, including our up-coming 
Pledge Sunday on the 19th of this month (So far this year, we have 
had 10-months of giving that EXCEEDS our budget by 7% and our 
spending remains 8% UNDER budget!), our plans to purchase new/
colorful doormats, our developing a list of Board Members for 2015-
2016, our decision to purchase new candles for our Joys and Sor-
rows ceremony (made of non-polluting bees-wax, not less [thanks, 
Cheryl], our Annual UUFGC Business Meeting, and Al's Gardening 
Committee. 

In my mind, Al's Gardening Committee was the most exciting item 
of all.  Maybe it's just a dream of mine, but our Fellowship has a 
chance to do all sorts of neat projects in our own back yard!  Loads 
of dirt and sand, new landscaping, a new garden , and much more.  
(Al Smith plans to develop a series of improvements we can make as 
the months and years pass.) 

The 'much more' is what really pulls at my heart.  Our back yard has 
the potential for creating everything from a 'meditation walk-
through-area' to a series of memorials that are reminders of mem-
bers of our Fellowship who have passed on, to 'creative sites' de-
signed by our members who wish to add history and legion to our 
Fellowship's tradition. 

Wouldn't it be great to have all sorts of trees, plants, flowers, hand-
done stepping stones and personalized bricks/stones that surround 
the above?  Wouldn't it be great to be able to walk through that 
area to remember, reminisce, meditate and pray?  To know within 
our hearts that we have a bank of memories we can consider, well, 
'holy.'   

Yes, 'holy' because the relationships we continue to enjoy in our 
Fellowship are just that:  priceless, on-going, heart-felt and endless.  

John Vanderpool 

“Like” us on Facebook at  
https://www.facebook.com/UUGalveston 
You can access the page even if you do not 
have a Facebook account.Get information 

about our weekly services. 

Mark your Calendars:  The annual meeting of the membership is Sunday, June 7, immediately 

following the service. Lunch will be served! Don’t miss this important gathering. We will elect new 

Board members, approve the budget for July 2015-June 2016, and plan for the church year. 

Easter egg. hunt! 

https://www.facebook.com/UUGalveston
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UU Book Club News  

UU Book Club is open to all who love to read. We meet 
at 7pm on the second Wednesday of each month, at 
the Fellowship, and bring snacks and beverages to 
share.  

Up for discussion on May 13 is Freeman by Leonard 
Pitts. This is a Galveston Reads event as well, and 
the public is invited to meet with us to discuss this 
superb and profoundly moving book about condi-
tions for freed slaves in the south following the 
American Civil War. The Rosenberg Library has sev-
eral copies available and there is time to read it be-
fore the discussion. You might be able to borrow a 
copy from one of the Book Club regulars. 

Here is a list of books for the remainder of the year: 

June 10  Fifty Russian Winters  by Margaret Wettlin 
July 8  The Name of the Rose by Umberto Eco 
August 12  The Boys in the Boat by Daniel James 
Brown 
September 9  The Lost City of Z by David Grann 
October 14  Leaving Time by Jodi Piccoult 
November 11  Wild by Cheryl Strayed 
December 9 Big Little Lies by Liane Moriarty 

Questions,? Contact Fanny DeGesero or email ad-
ministrator@uugalveston.org .  

  Themes for 2015 Services 

June Faith 

July The Inherent Worth & Dignity of Every Person 

August Hospitality 

September Inspiration 

October Spiritual Practice 
November Gratitude 
December World Community with Peace, Liberty and Justice for All 

Galveston Chorale in Concert May 12 
Don’t miss the Galveston Chorale’s spring concert on Tues-
day, May 12 at 7pm at Moody Methodist Church 53rd and 
Avenue U. The program features traditional “American” 
music and you will recognize most of the familiar melodies. 
You will also recognize many of the singers with this group, 
as it includes the voices of Madeleine Baker, Mary Case, 
Larry Janzen, Carol Lobb, Billie Rinaldi, Betty Winter, and 
UU-by-marriage Roy DeGesero. 
 

What is the “C Team” and Why do I Want to 

Know? 
The “C Team”, formerly known as the “A Team”, is a group 
of UUs who tend to the multitudinous necessary tasks that 
need attention from time to time and can easily slip 
through the cracks.  

The group began in 2007 when we lost our part-time ad-
ministrator and someone was needed to pick up the daily 
tasks of keeping the Fellowship operational. We originally 
named ourselves for Administration, Assistance, etc., you 
name it. By dividing up all the administrative duties, we 
kept things together for over seven years and by sharing 
the duties, they were not overwhelming for anyone.  Our 
monthly meetings helped keep us organized. 

Since the hiring of our current part-time administrator, the 
awesome Betty Winters, the group has continued to meet 
and manage the things that are beyond the scope of 
Betty’s time constraints. We keep an eye on multiple tasks, 
and do things like keeping our membership records accu-
rate, identifying who needs caring, assisting the Board with 
special projects such as the Pledge Drive, tidying up our 
record-keeping, rearranging furniture, etc. Current partici-
pants are identified on page 2 of this newsletter. 

There is always need, and a spot, for more helpers. All are 
welcome to meet with us and see how you may get in-
volved as well. There are plenty of little tasks left undone. 
We meet  the Friday morning before each month’s Monday 
board meeting, and is listed in the newsletter calendar. If 
you would like to attend, let  Judy Glaister or Betty Winter 
know so you can be on the email reminder list. 

Get Well Wishes to Rick Altemose as he continues re-
covery from his accident. 

Congratulations to Idalia Avezuela who has been pro-
moted to Supervisor of the Reference Section at Rosenberg 
Library. She is also Acting Chair of the Galveston Reads 
Committee. 

 

The Rainey sisters looking 
for Easter eggs. 
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“ D e e d s  N o t  C r e e d s ”  

 Empty Bowl [craft – make, glaze and fire more than 300 
bowls for the annual event to raise funds for The Jesse 
Tree] – Madeleine Baker 

 Welcoming Congregation [maintain and promote the 
welcoming designation of our Fellowship] – AJ Price 

 Compassionate Collection [plan and carry out a 
monthly collection for designated non-profit or needy 
groups in the community] – Sandra Sullivan 

 Collection Barrel Management [part of the Compas-
sionate Collection] – Lisa Windsor 

 Plastic Bag Initiative [work with Surf Rider and the Tur-
tle Restoration project to eliminate plastic bags from 
the environment] – Idalia Avezuela 

 Fair Trade Initiative [stock and sell Fair Trade coffee 
and tea for the membership or others in the Fellowship] 
– Florina Salgado & Sharon Goodwin 

 Clothes for the Women of ADA House [maintain cloth-
ing rack for donation and swap of gently used clothes] – 
Dale Hogan 

 Access Care of Coastal Texas [ACCT] [provides food and 
services for community members with illnesses such as 
HIV/AIDS] – Carol Lobb 

 MLK and Juneteenth Parades [distribute children’s 
books while riding in the parades to support the com-
munity celebrated through them] – Margaret Canavan 

 Housing and Fair Wage [participate in activities pro-
moting fair housing and wages in Galveston] – Laura 
Murrell 

 Game Night [to promote a social atmosphere for mem-
bers and friends who enjoy games other than poker 
which is an ongoing group game] – Victoria Narkin 

 Provocative Film [to present one film monthly that 
promotes our interests and beliefs] – Bets Anderson 

 Billie Rinaldi agreed to serve as co-chair [with Bets An-
derson] of the Social Action Committee for next year. 

Deeds, Not Creeds, Focus of Social Action Committee* 

An enthusiastic group of members met at the SAC meeting on April 12, 2015. Structure of the committee and how to accom-
plish our rather broad goals was the focus of the meeting.  

All agreed that social action is part of every member’s responsibility. What we can do is to help identify projects appropriate 
for our activities and services.  

Below are the current and ongoing activities and the person who agreed to facilitate that work. It’s quite a list!: 

Next meeting will be Sunday, May 24, immediately following the regular service in the sanctuary. All are welcome to 
attend the meeting at which we will discuss goals and choose recipients of next year’s Compassionate Collections. 

Susan Tyler holds forth at 
the silent auction table. 

Great attendance at Social Action Committee 
meeting! Bets Anderson, Chair, Idalia Avenzuela, 
Madeleine Baker, Mary Case, Margaret Canavan, 
Sharon Goodwin, Dale Hogan, Carol Lobb, Laura 
Murrell, Victoria Narkin, A.J. Price, Billie Rinaldi, 
Marilyn Schultz, Sandra Sullivan, Lisa Windsor 
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May Compassionate Collection Will Benefit Galveston’s “Communities in Schools “ 

Communities in Schools (CIS) of Galveston is UUF’s May Compassionate Offering.  Working with eight schools in Galveston 
County, CIS case managers and volunteers work closely with schools, social services, and businesses to get young people the 
things they need to learn and grow: mentors and tutors, adult advocates, college preparation, pre-employment training, physi-
cal health, fitness and mental health, assistance with basic needs, and family services to stabilize the home.   Without these 
basic supports, children in need or at-risk of dropping out of school are far less likely to succeed and grow into productive 
adults. 

Recent third-party findings confirm: Of the many organizations working to improve student outcomes, Communities In Schools, 
through coordination of services, is proven to be more effective, with results in higher graduation rates, and higher percentages 
of students reaching proficiency in math and reading than other drop out programs. 

The preliminary report from Ted Hanley, Jesse Tree’s Execu-
tive Director, indicates that the Empty Bowl fundraiser 
netted over $18,000! Thanks so much to the loving care our 
bowlers put into their fabulous creations, and thanks to 
them and all the other UUs who volunteered to work that 

evening in blue shirts . Despite the rain, the turnout was 
great, the soups delicious, and the friendship exceedingly 
wonderful. Bowlers are on vacation for awhile, resting on 
their laurels. 

 E m p t y  B o w l  E v e n i n g  a  B i g  S u c c e s s  

The sun lights up a thou-

sand courtyards. Take 

away the walls and you 

will see that it is all the 

same light. 

Djalal ad-Din Rumi 

S o c i a l  A c t i o n  N e w s  

The April Compassionate Collection 
brought in over $265 plus LOTS of 
disposable diapers for the Diaper 

Bank! Thanks to everyone for your 
generosity. 

Clothing Exchange 

After the Attic Treasures Sale, we had a few articles of nice clothing left over. We 
kept them to see if the women from ADA House might need them. It turns out 
they did, and about half the clothes went to that excellent organization. 

To move forward with this. we have decided to maintain a clothing “exchange” 
rack in the back hallway, for ourselves and the women at ADA House. If you have 
something wearable that you no longer need or want, bring it in and hang it up. If 
you see something you could use, please take it. If you feel like making a dona-
tion, please do so! 

When there is a resident at ADA House in need of clothing, a staff member will 
help that person choose what is right for her, with no payment or donation ex-
pected. Dale Hogan has agreed to coordinate this project. Dale will keep things 
tidy and make sure that unwanted clothes move on to a new home when their 
time comes. Seems like a win-win!  

Happy bartenders at the Empty Bowl evening: 
Steve Townley, Tom Delgado, & Paula Townley. 

Susan Persons seems to 
be enjoying her volun-
teer duties. 
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Newsletter 
Items Due 

Please! 

May 2015  
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wedesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 

 

2 

 

3 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30: Rev. Bob Tucker, “How 

to Talk Religion”; Children’s 

Religious Education 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

4 
11am Course 

in Miracles 
 

5 
 

6 
5pm Bowlers 

are “on vaca-

tion” this 

month 

6 pm Program 

Committee 

8pm  AA       

Phoenix Group 

 

 
 

7 
 

8 
10am “C” 

Team  

9 

 

10 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30: Rev. Joy Daley 

“Grandmother Spider, She Who 

Weaves”; Children’s Religious 

Education 

12n “Newcomers” meeting;   

8pm: AA Phoenix Group 

11 
11am Course 

in Miracles 

5:15pm Board 

Meeting 

12 13 
7pm  Book Club 

discusses  

  Freeman  

8pm  AA     

Phoenix Group 

14 
 

15 
 

 

16 

 

17 

9am Adult Forum 

10:30: Margaret Anderson 

“Ethical Inspirations”; Chil-

dren’s Religious Education 

6:30pm: Poker @ TBA; Other 

Games @ TBA--watch for announce-

ment! 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

18 
11am Course 

in Miracles 

19 20 
8pm  AA      

Phoenix Group 

21 22 23 

24 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30: Peter Santschi, PhD., 

“Scientific and meditative in-

quiry into nature and mind”; 

Children’s Religious Education 

12n  Social Action Cmte Meeting 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

25 
11am Course 

in Miracles 

26 27 
8pm  AA      

Phoenix Group 

28 29 30 

31 
10:30: Tom Parker, “Process 

Theology”; Children’s Religious 

Education 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

      

at UU Galveston 

Potluck Today Happy Birthday to  
Sandra López 5/1 Diane Olsen 5/1 

Caecilia Fryrear 5/3 Marjan A  5/6 

J. T. "Red” Henry 5/7 Joan Patteson  5/10 

Cheryl Henry 5/15 Mary Hodgson 5/16 

Sharon Goodwin  5/19 Stephanie Narron 5/27 

Susan Minello  5/27 Mary Ann Fore 5/31 


