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This month we explore the theme of "Greatness."  Speakers will discuss notable and diverse figures in 
history, considering what distinguishes them as great.  Can studying such figures provide useful instruc-
tion for us in our everyday lives?  Is aiming for greatness a worthy goal? Join us this month as we hear  

provocative questions for our consideration.  
 
January 3: Rev. Bob Tucker   “Reflections on the Love of the Love of Greatness”  

We are awash in self-proclaimed greatness — including Muhammad Ali and Donald Trump, Lake Woebegon where all the 
children are above average and the politician’s America as the greatest nation on earth.  Bob is a native of Minnesota and 
has served churches in South Dakota, Minnesota, Texas and Kansas. He was, for 28 years, the Senior Minister of First Con-
gregational Church of Houston. He is Executive Director Emeritus of The Foundation for Contemporary Theology 
Greeter:  Linda Price        Board Member: Wendy Baker            Facilitator:   Carlos Price                Music: Bruce Mauzy 

January 10:  Alison Rutledge, PhD. - “Greatness ” 
We usually think of "greatness" as an accomplishment having a certain impact on the whole world; Alison had the oppor-
tunity to visit the Nobel Museum in Stockholm, Sweden, this summer and thinks it may represent a compilation of the 
greatest things human can do, at least for the past 100 years. There may be another kind of greatness, though, of a spiritual 
nature. What would that be like?" 
 Greeter: Paula Townley            Board Member: Steve Townley      Facilitator: Miso Lee        Music: Margaret Canavan 

January 17:  Rev. Freda Marie Brown “The MLK you didn't know" 
A tireless crusader for civil rights and a world-renowned advocate for non-violence? Sure. But there was more to the Rev. 
Martin Luther King's message than that. Rev. Brown is the current Executive Director of St. Vincent’s House. Prior to this 
post, she was an associate priest at the Episcopal Church of the Annunciation in Lewisville, TX. For 7 years she was em-
ployed as a palliative care chaplain in hospice and hospital settings, serving the dying and those who love them. 
 Greeter: Madeleine Baker   Board Member: Larry Janzen       Facilitator: Rick Altemose        Music: Idalia Avezuela 

January 24: The Rev. Dr. Lyssa Jenkens, " The Trouble with Greatness" 
Peter and Catherine of Russia, Charlemagne of France and the Holy Roman Empire, Genghis Khan of Mongolia join rulers 
designated as “the Greats” in history. What distinguishes the Greats from the Adequates or, even, the Terribles in our West-
ern understanding of the world?  Why might we find the distinctions both instructive and troublesome as we think about 
greatness?  ev. Jenkins is an ordained UU community minister.  Her consulting ministry, Faithful Change, focuses on person-
al, organizational and social change.  Lyssa and her wife, Trish Houck, live in Dallas and Galveston.  Prior to ministry, Lyssa 
worked in economic and community development and as a UU lay leader.  Lyssa currently serves on the UUSC Board of 
Trustees and as a mentor in the UUA/UUMA program for entrepreneurial ministries.   
Greeter: Judy Glaister        Board Member: Stan Blazyk         Facilitator: Madeleine Baker             Music: Bruce Mauzy 

January 31: Dawn McCarty, PhD, " Dorothy Day and the Catholic Worker Movement " 
In his speech to Congress last September, Pope Francis commended four great Americans for their contributions to their 
country: Abraham Lincoln, Martin Luther King, Thomas Merton and Dorothy Day. This Papal endorsement astonished both 
Dorothy's supporters and her conservative detractors – after all, this was the woman who had renounced capitalism as a 
“filthy, rotten system,” opposed participation of any kind in any war, and, before her conversion, had both a child out of 
wedlock and an abortion. Dr. McCarty will tell stories about this amazing activist and the Catholic Worker movement she 
founded. Dawn, a member of this fellowship, was a full-time Catholic Worker for two years. and continues to volunteer at 
Casa Juan Diego, a Catholic Worker shelter in Houston for undocumented migrants. In her day job, she is Associate Profes-
sor and Director of the Social Work Program at the University of Houston-Downtown.  
Greeter:   Sandra Sullivan     Board Member: Mary Case   Facilitator: Idalia Avezuela  Music: Margaret Canavan 

UU Galvest   n Gazette 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Galveston County                             January 2016  

502 Church Street, Galveston, Texas 77550-5502                   409.765 8330   Online at uugalveston.org 

We welcome the full  range of human diversity, that is, age, race, gender, sexual orientation, and ethnicity .  

Love is the spirit of this church, and service is its gift.  This is  our great covenant:  

To dwell together in peace, to see k  the truth in love, and to help one another. 
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A Message from ourPresident 

The beginning of the year seems to be a time for starting 
anew.  We’ve looked over our shoulders at last year, and have 
in mind some ideas about a direction we might like to go.  I’m 
thinking of a personal issue. 

I’m reminded of a Swedish proverb that I can never consider 
too often:  

 

 Fear less, hope more;  
eat less, chew more;  

whine less, breathe more;  
talk less, say more;  

hate less, love more;  
and all good things are yours.  

-Swedish Proverb 

 

I like the way the pairs of opposites are phrased in terms of 
balance.  Let me think how this proverb might help me deal 
with the current political climate and the scary headlines.  This 
threatening, alarming, extreme rhetoric is surely born of fear.  
And at times I, myself, fear the sources of this political detritus. 
See how the cycle begins?  

Someone, or a group of someones, vying for attention, spew 
forth this vitriolic realization of our worst fears and bingo, we 
have a recipe for knee-jerk extremism.   

What are my chances of being involved in a terrorist attack 
compared to an auto-accident on I-45, or of coming down with 
shingles without the vaccination? 

Deep breathing and thoughtful conversations in the spirit of 
hope rather than fear might interrupt the cycle that is so easy 
to be hooked into.   

I resolve to be more hopeful and less fearful and find more 
room in my hear for love than hate.  And I invite you to join 
me.  

Love and peace, 

Mary Case 

2015 - 2016 

Leadership of UUFGC 

Board of Directors 

President Mary Case 
President-elect Larry Janzen 
Past President John Vanderpool 
Treasurer Stan Blazyk 
Secretary Judy Glaister 
At-large members Wendy Baker 
 Steve Townley 
 

 Tom Delgado 
 

Committees and Task Forces 

Caring C.Lobb/M.Philpot/M.Terrill 
Communications Madeleine Baker 
Landscape John Stokes 
Membership Cheryl Henry 
Program/Worship Mary Case 
Religious Education Neil Huddleston 
Supper Circles Mary Ann Fore 
Social Action Bets Anderson 

 
 

Administration 

Newsletter Editor   Margaret Canavan 
Webmaster   Neil Huddleston 
Adminstrator   Angie Hungerford 

Feedback Wanted about Sunday programs: 
Please help the Program Committee improve our 
Sunday programs by giving them your feedback. 
What have been your favorite speakers and pro-
grams? Are there programs you’d like to have? 
Speakers you would like to hear? Speakers you’d ra-
ther not hear again? Any other ideas for the Program 
Committee? Please send your comments to Mary 
Case, email of mcasetxtx@earthlink.net.  

Mid-Year Update from Our Treasurer: 
Stan Blazyk is happy to announce that in general, the 
UUFGC is doing well financially as we end 2015. We 
are below projections in expenses and above project-
ed levels in income, thanks to our regular pledgers 
and other donors, all of whom help keep the Fellow-
ship financially sound.  

UU Holiday Choir 

mailto:mcasetxtx@earthlink.net
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“Like” us on Facebook at  
https://www.facebook.com/UUGalveston 

C o n n e c t i o n s  
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Get YOUR news out to our members and friends! 
Send to administrator@uugalveston.org 
 Sunday Order of Service: by 5pm Thursday 
 Weekly email: 5pm Sunday evening 
 Newsletter: by the 15th of the month 

UU Book Club meets at 7pm on the second 
Wednesday of each month in the Fellowship  
“Living Room”. All are welcome and may bring 
snacks or beverages to share. Up for discus-
sion on January 13 is The Master and Margari-
ta by Mikail Bulgakov. Here are all the 2016 
books: 
February The Circle by Dave Eggers 
March Go Set A Watchman by Harper 

Lee 
April The Festival of Insignificance by 

Milan Kundera 
May  The Whistling Season by Ivan 

Doig 
June  Circling the Sun by Paula McLain 
July Tracks: A Woman’s Solo Trek. by 

Robyn Davidson 
August The Sound of a Wild Snail Eating 

by Elizabeth Tova Bailey 
September Farewell Fred Voodoo by Amy 

Lilentz 
October The Outer Buoy by Jan de Hartog 
November  Being Mortal by Atul Gawande 
December The Promise by Ann Weisgarber 

"Attic Treasures" anyone?  For the past dozen years we 
have held a spring garage sale here at UU. This year we 
are in need of leadership if we want to continue this 
tradition. This sale provides a great opportunity for 
teamwork among our members, visits to our Fellowship 
by folks who don't know us, the chance for people to 
get great deals on good stuff, and a way for our mem-
bers to donate in-kind gifts to continue our mission and 
operations.  Last year's sale earned enough $$ to pay a 
month's mortgage.  If you are interested and/or have 
questions, just reply to this email and let us know. 

Contact person for A Course in Miracles is now Dale 
Hogan, dalehgn@gmail.com or 409-771-5651. This is 
due to Laura Murrell’s move to Kentucky. We miss 
Laura but understand that she is enjoying being near 
her family. 

Congratulations to:  

 Idalia Avezuela who was named “Volunteer of the 
Year” by the Galveston Surfriders Foundation. 

 Martha Terrill who was honored recently with the 
2015 “Float the Boat” Award by Artist Boat for her 
many contributions to their mission and efforts. 

 Tams Ward who published her newest e-book at 
Thanksgiving. 

Staying Connected:  From time to time during the year 
we have new members join the congregation, and some 
of our current members change their contact infor-
mation. We update this frequently in the online directo-
ry. If you area member and have forgotten the login in-
formation, just let us know and we’ll remind you. 

Southwest UU Women’s Conference: -SWUUW is  hold-
ing the annual conference February 26-28 in Lawton, OK  
For more nformation and to register, see the website at 
http://www.swuuw.org/ Keynote speaker will be Lauren 
Zuniga, poet, activist and teaching artist. Conference 
Musicians will be  SJ Tucker and Emma’s Revolution. 

WhaleCoast Alaska in 2016: Four Alaska UU fellow-
ships invite you to experience their eco-cultural and 
spiritual program next summer. See Alaska through the 
eyes of local UUs in Anchorage, Fairbanks, Juneau, Sew-
ard, and Sitka with homestays and unique tour activi-
ties. See wildlife, visit Denali National Park, and experi-
ence Native Alaskan culture. Programs are led by Alaska 
travel expert. Dave Frey,  a Fairbanks UU. Find out more 
at www.WhaleCoastAK.org, or email 
dfrey@whalecoastak.org, or call 907-322-4966. 

https://www.facebook.com/UUGalveston
mailto:dalehgn@gmail.com
http://www.whalecoastak.org/
mailto:dfrey@whalecoastak.org


 

Page 4 UU Galveston Gazette January 2016 

CHRISTUS Our Daily Bread was founded by the Sisters of 
Charity of the Incarnate Word in 1986 and has remained in 
the same location since that time. Many people who found 
themselves homeless for some reason have been helped by 
the services provided. Left untreated, issues of mental 
health, substance abuse, and homelessness are life threaten-
ing conditions. 

During 2015 Our Daily Bread has provided services for over 
9,500 persons who were homeless in Galveston. The staff of 
Our Daily Bread works in conjunction with other community 
organizations, including PATH (the liaison between the 
homeless community and MHMR Gulf Coast Center, the Uni-
versity of Texas Medical Branch students, and the VA repre-
sentative. Because of community generosity Our Daily Bread 
provided these services last year: 

 17,233 Hot meals prepared and served by volunteers 
 450 Alcoholic Anonymous (AA) meetings 
 5,188 Narcotics Anonymous (NA) meetings 
 1.686 Chemical Dependency Education Groups 
 19 Clients to Inpatient/Outpatient Substance Abuse 

Treatment programs 
 239 Mental Health Groups 
 1.882 Counseling sessions 
 41 Tele-psychiatry sessions 
 1,187 Referrals to other agencies 

Our compassionate offering is always on the first Sunday of 
each month. If you are absent that day and want to make a 
contribution, please provide a check made out to UUFGC and 
mention the group to which you wish to donate.  UUFGC has 
a history of much generosity to local nonprofit groups. 

S o c i a l  A c t i o n  N e w s  

The compassionate collection in December totaled 
$366 for UUSC effort to help refugees in the Middle 

East and elsewhere.  This is in addition to the 
$1,000 we send every January to assist the UUSC, 
which ranks among the highest rated charities by 

charity rating agencies. Thanks to everyone for 
your generosity. 

N o  P r o v o c a t i v e  F i l m  i n  J a n u a r y   

Themes for 2016 services 
January  Greatness 
February Love  
March  Justice 
April  Stewardship 
May  Relationships 
June  Creativity 
July  Compassion 
August  Challenge 
September Community 
October Spiritual Practice 
November End of Life 
December Peace 

January Compassionate Collection to Benefit CHRISTUS Our Daily Bread  

Candlemas during the Moravian Love Feast 
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Newsletter 
Items Due 

Please! 

January 2016  
at UU Galveston 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 

  
 

 1 
 

2 

3 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30: Rev. Bob Tucker   

“Reflections on the Love of the 

Love of Greatness” ; Children’s 

Religious Education; 

8pm: AA Phoenix Group 

4 
11am Course 

in Miracles 

5 6 
5pm Bowlers 

8pm  AA     

Phoenix Group 

7 
 

8 
 

10am “A” 

Team  

9 

 

10 

9am Adult Forum 

10:30: Alison Rutledge, PhD. - 

“Greatness”; Children’s Reli-

gious Education 

12n “Newcomers” meeting   

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

11 
11am Course 

in Miracles 

5:15pm Board 

Meeting 

 
 

12 13 
5pm Bowlers  

7pm  Book Club 

discusses  

  The Master and 

Margarita 

8pm  AA      

Phoenix Group 

14 15 16 

17 
9am Adult Foru1 

10:30: Rev. Freda Marie Brown 

“"The MLK you didn't know"; 

Children’s Religious Education 

6:30pm: Poker @ Stan Blazyk’s 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

18 
11am Course 

in Miracles 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day 

19 20 
 

5pm Bowlers  

8pm  AA      

Phoenix Group 

21 

 

22 23 

24 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30: The Rev. Dr. Lyssa 

Jenkens, " The Trouble with 

Greatness"; Children’s Reli-

gious Education 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

25 
11am Course 

in Miracles 

 

 

26 27 28 29 30 

31 
 

 

 

10:30: Dawn McCarty, PhD, " 

Dorothy Day and the Catholic 

Worker Movement"; Children’s 

Religious Education 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

      Potluck Today 

H a p p y  B i r t h d a y  t o  
Mardi Mitchell 1/2 Victoria N.  1/2 Betty Winters 1/4 

  Carey Battle 1/20 Angelika Hungerford 1/24 


